GREAT LAKES HABITAT INITIATIVE
STEERING COMMITTEE

CHARTER

SEPTEMBER 25, 2006

I. The Steering Committee will be formed with representatives of the Corps of Engineers and partner agencies and organizations responsible for managing programs that provide funding for habitat protection and restoration projects.  Other members should represent the interests of agencies and organizations that may serve as a sponsor or proponent for individual habitat projects.  Reference, Steering Committee Roster for participants.
II. Meetings will be open to the public.
III. The purposes of the Great Lakes Habitat Initiative Steering Committee will be:
(1) to provide information related to habitat conservation and restoration activities and programs on the Great Lakes
(2) to facilitate coordination with the Regional Working Group of the Great Lakes Interagency Task Force, formed by EO 13340
(3) to engender a shared set of goals and expectations for the Habitat Initiative among all Committee members
IV. The Steering Committee may invite representatives of other public and private agencies to attend or participate in Committee meetings as official observers.
V. Each meeting will include a period of time for interaction with persons who are not official representatives.

VI. Meetings will be chaired by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Great Lakes and Ohio River Division, Deputy Commander for the Great Lakes Region.

VII. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will provide logistical and administrative support for the Steering Committee.  Travel and labor costs for participation by Steering Committee members will be borne by their respective agencies and organizations.  Steering Committee meetings will typically be conducted via conference call and face-to-face meetings may be held in conjunction with other significant regional meetings.  Steering Committee meetings will be scheduled as needed to coordinate with the Regional Working Group of the Great Lakes Interagency Task Force and monitor the progress of the Project Delivery Team.
VIII. Steering Committee members agree to support the goals of the Great Lakes Habitat Initiative by contributing their time, knowledge, skills, and best efforts to the extent of their ability, and consistent with their statutory authorities and subject to the availability of funds.  This Charter is a statement of intent designed to foster good faith and cooperation among the parties.
IX. It is understood that this Charter shall not legally bind anyone or any organization to this or any other agreement.  This agreement does not limit or in any way restrict the statutory or contractual obligations of Steering Committee members in carrying out their private and/or public responsibilities.
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