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Draft - Blanchard River Watershed Study FAQs 
 
TSP Related Questions: 
 
Q: Why is "TSP approval" important?  What will or will not happen as a result? 
A: Approval of the TSP is important for two major reasons: 

1. It indicates that the study team continues to prepare for completion of the Chief’s 
Report by March 2016’ 

2. It authorizes the study team to further develop the TSP, and optimize the plan. 
If the TSP was not approved, the study team would have to re-work the selected plan.  
 
Q: How can I submit comments about this plan? 
A: Comments can be submitted via: 
Fax: (419) 259-7436 
E-mail: blanchard@usace.army.mil  
Web: https://bit.ly/BRWStudy  
 
Q: How can the plan be approved when we haven't been able to comment on it yet? 
A: Approval of the TSP is by our Vertical Team, October 3, 2014, allows the study project team 
to further develop the TSP.  The Vertical Team includes team members from the Great Lakes 
and Ohio River Division and USACE Headquarters.  
Further refinements to the Tentatively Selected Plan are required as more technical information 
is gained. It is the Corps of Engineers intent to refine the Tentatively Selected Plan through 
consideration of public comments, or the evaluation of additional information received during 
optimization.  Public comments are always taken via, mail, e-mail, and the Corps of Engineers 
web site.  
 
Q: Why was the diversion channel corridor placed where it is?  
A:  There were many factors which were used to locate the diversion channel. Factors considered 
topography of the land including the existing glacial valley, and general land uses including 
location of oil wells.  The location identified to date is approximate and the Corps of Engineers 
will optimize the location of the diversion channel.  Final location of the diversion channel will 
consider comments received during public and agency review, and hydrology while minimizing 
impacts to the environment and the community. 
 
Q: How can a plan be approved without the exact locations being identified?  
A:  The plan defines a study area that will be modified to identify exact locations in the final report.  The 
purpose of the tentative plan is to identify an alternative which maximizes net benefits, has a 
positive benefit to cost ratio, and is environmentally and socially acceptable. 
Further refinements to the Tentatively Selected Plan are required as more technical information 
is gained. It is the Corps of Engineers intent to refine the Tentatively Selected Plan through 
consideration of public comments, or the evaluation of additional information received during 
optimization.  Public comments are always taken via, mail, e-mail, and the Corps of Engineers 
web site.  
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Q: Why is the diversion channel corridor shown extending so far upstream on Eagle Creek? 
A: The diversion channel alignment currently shown is preliminary and will be adjusted as the 
project continues toward completion of the feasibility report.  The corridor shown gives the 
estimated maximum amount that the diversion channel could be shifted laterally when the final 
design is completed and all existing features and conditions are taken into consideration. 
Further refinements to the Tentatively Selected Plan are required as more technical information 
is gained. It is the Corps of Engineers intent to refine the Tentatively Selected Plan through 
consideration of public comments, or the evaluation of additional information received during 
optimization.  Public comments are always taken via, mail, e-mail, and the Corps of Engineers 
web site.   
 
 
Real Estate Questions  
 
Q:  If my property is impacted, what compensation am I entitled to? 
A:   To provide uniform and equitable treatment for persons whose property is acquired for 
public use, acquisition must be in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real 
Property Acquisition Policies Act (the Uniform Act).  A licensed appraiser will appraise 
impacted properties and determine the fair market value of the real estate interest that is required.   
 
Q:  What is just compensation and how is it determined?   
A:  Just compensation is the price that must be paid to a property owner for the real estate 
interest that is required for the project.  A licensed appraiser will appraise impacted properties 
and determine the fair market value of the real estate interest that is required.   
 
Q:  When will I know if my property is impacted?  
A:  Properties impacted by the proposed project will be identified during the optimization phase 
of the project which will be performed during 2015 and documented in the Final Feasibility 
Study and Environmental Impact Statement scheduled to be released to the public at the end of 
2015 or early 2016. 
 
Q:  What if I do not agree to provide the real estate interest you require or want to provide you 
the Real Estate?  
A:  Every effort to negotiate a fair and equitable settlement will be attempted.  In the event an 
agreement cannot be reached, the non-federal sponsor has the authority to consider eminent 
domain proceedings.  
 
Q:  How are we compensated for future income loss if part of our farm is impacted? 
A:  All compensation will be determined by a licensed appraiser.  There are various appraisal 
methods that can be used to determine fair market value and to capture the just compensation 
that would be involved. The appraiser will determine the approach that is most relevant to a 
specific parcel and its uses.      
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Q:  Will the cemetery be affected?   
A:   The current plan does not show any impacts to any cemeteries. 
 
Q:  Will my house be eligible for non-structural measures? 
A:  Once the final alignment is known and the impacts are fully evaluated, the Corps of Engineer 
will perform a final non-structural analysis on the impacted areas on a parcel by parcel basis to 
determine which, if any, structures are eligible.    
 
Q:  Is the Black Swamp Area Council, Boy Scouts of America impacted?   
A: The preliminary inundation area does indicate portions of the Boy Scout Camp may be 
impacted.  Specific impacts (parcel by parcel) will be identified during optimization.  
 
Q:  Will my property be impacted by induced flooding if there is any?   
A:  If there is induced flooding as a result of the project, a Physical Takings Analysis will be 
prepared by an attorney to determine if the amount of the flooding rises to level of a taking; in 
which just compensation would be owed.   If just compensation is owed, a certified appraiser 
will determine the fair market value for the type of real estate interest that is required.   
 
Q: Can I refuse to allow my property to be used for this project? 
A:  Every effort to negotiate a fair and equitable settlement will be attempted.  In the event an 
agreement cannot be reached, the non-federal sponsor has the authority to consider eminent 
domain proceedings.  
 
 


