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United States Government Department of Energy 

memorandum 
Oak Ridge Field Office 

DATE: August 5, 1993 

REPLY TO 
ATTNOF: EW-93  

suBJECT: TONAWANDA SITE - SEAWAY GAS EXTRACTION SYSTEM - MEETING WITH NYSDEC AND BFI 

To: File 

On July 16, 1993, a meeting was attended between the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) and the Browning Ferris 
Industries (BFI) in the Buffalo office of NYSDEC. The purpose of the 
meeting was to discuss a concern BFI had that installation of a gas 
extraction system requested by NYSDEC could result in removal of significant 
quantities of radioactive material from Seaway in the form of radon gas and 
radiactive particles. 

Attachment 1 provides the list of attendees. 

BFI stated a concern that material currently located in areas A,B, and C in 
the Seaway Landfill would be within the zones of influence for the gas wells 
installed for the gas extraction system. Based on the pressure that would 
be generated by the system, they felt that radon gas and radioactive 
particulates would be collected from the landfill and could result in a 
problem with the collected gas that the NYSDEC has not anticipated. BFI 
admitted they had no evaluation results or technical data on which their 
concerns were based other than the knowledge that radioactive material was 
present within the landfill. 

The NYSDEC was told that DOE has looked at the potential for production of 
radon gas and has determined that it is not a problem with atmospheric 
pressure at the well heads. However, based on the pressurized system that 
was described at the meeting, the review would have to be updated to 
determine if the system could remove enough radioactive material to result 
in the collected gas and solids to be above DOE guidelines. BFI provided 
DOE a copy of the system description and specifications for use in the 
review. A commitment was made to provide a technical opinion concerning 
BFI's concern sometime around the middle of August with confirmation of the 
date after available resources were evaluated. 

Attachment 

cc: W. M. Seay, OR, FSRD 

Former Sites Restoration Division 
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July 16, 1993 Meeting with NYSDEC and BFI 
on Seaway Gas Extraction System 
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NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
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