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P.1 

We aro; '-l?itinq you as m~ra o~ CAN:IT C~lition Aq&ins~ Nuclear 
Wasts '. :'\ Tonawan4a) , a group tonaed in 1988 to c1e&l with the 
nucle-;;;.; ·>~aste le!'C in our to~ t'ro:m ti\e Kanh~t~ Project. 

Aao o. d~~siqnated FUSRAP site, a l:eam o! DOt ot!ic:ials h&:s been 
study ~-~·c:. ~e ~st lllethod ot dispcsinq O! ':hi a va&t• tor a nuaber ot 
yeart> . :·'lhen the process began we were l:old that a nll:lllber at 
diSP<'"'·' · optioru= woUld l:>e tully and objectively considered, and 
~'C nc sinqle option vas •preterred.~ 

When th.:. ;1 study vas c:capleted, t:lle 00£ preferred recoJ~DUtnd.a-cion ~s 
to ~c"-~:-1ently store ~· vas1:e in a c•ll 'CO be constrUctad .in tile 
'l'ovn ot Ton.avanda. Ont'ox-tunately, a nUllber ot' evenu took place 
durin-; ::1.e s~udy ~iocS V!\icb ha~ l••~ us to conclude that this was 
never ::-'-'J.~lv an Objective study at all, bQt rath4l!' a proce~ -;.. '.'th a 
prede~~..: ~in~ resUlt. 

Thl:'ow:;~···:..t ·t:.h• FU52.\P S"CU<!y, i~ t>GC411la JDOl'lll and 1a0ro dit'ticult to 
~·t t:l:co DOE to •xalllino all o! Ule alt•=natives a~ila.bla to deal 
with tt;.~ ~.~&ate. for ~le, ve ~orere consistently told that ti\a 
only f.,.d~rlll site that could e&ke this type of za.aterial vaa in 
Jl&nfo~::, ';ofaahinq"Con buX: it W&S under coc.u:t order not to aoC4pt any 
.c.ditLv•l -.at•¥"ia.l. It "•G our own consultant tlia'l: mAde us avaro 
of Rnv ..:_ ocare. in Clive, Utah, as a &ita 1:h&t vaa capable to 
per:...G-:>'c' ·l ~· •~or1r.q ~ 2JJ. ooo CUbic yare. ot coneulinatcu1 soil. 

We we::-. ~ld t:het coJUNn1ty and stlta acceptance of! a 00! 
rOCO't::C!:•" .ion vou.ld be l'leedo4 if any ot t.he nteri.al vas to be 
lett in t..1e Tovn of Tonavlllld&. llU:::aroua public hearinqe aada it 
qUite c: oar that tllo CC11:11tmi ty c:Ud not; \ll.n1: a P411:11Utnent rtoraq• 
call t9r. lei~ lcavel. nuclear 'f&.Ste :onsn-uctad in the Town ot' 
'l'onav~:\·,!i~. Alter rev1evinq the optiona •vailal:l• to 001:, the }(av 
Yon .St:.-, ::e O.~nt ot Dtviroruaen~l Conser-vation also concurriKt 
~'C P' r;llJlnal\t: •t:oraqe nax1: to tlla Niaqara River - one or t.hia 
n.tior:, '-•rveat aources o! !rasb va"C..r - va.s unaccoapt:.able and thllt 
or~-si~~ 3toraq• sh~d be vursu•d· 
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P.2 

An ana~ysis of hoE's calculations for on-site v~. off-aita gtoraqe 
h&& revealed nu~eraus rlavs. eonsistsnt1y wo rind costs ot on-site 
storaqe are understate<! and ecat of off-site stora9e are 
overstated. I 

O~pita all of: our comment$, analysis ancl cenc:erns, local D02 
etticia~s, lead\by 'project .anaqer,  , cont.i%1ue to aet ~.c 
thouqh ~rlllan•nt stonqe in Tonavanc1a is the only option. kc:cntly 
brochures ware ~il-.1 out to raaidenta ot our to\m exp~aininq iUld 
juatityinq the I on-site storaqe option and methods.   
ccntinuos to s~ax at local service clul;)a and orq-.nization:s rtatinq 
that "no •~ti ve COIII!enta Mva ~n received" to cl:l.anqa the 
re-ccmmend<l.tion t

1
or on-Site S:tOri'U:Ja. SUbSt.ant1Vte CO!IllMnt5 have l:>eQn 

ree.ived that aake •ound scientific and econoaic arqumants aqainst 
pena.anent storage in 'l'o~van<Sa. Th• N•w Yorlt st~te De~nt of 
Enviromtcantal. coruuu:va~ion C D:EC) has revieved   t iftdi.nqa 
an<! h~us conclu~ed, in a det8iled point by point ll.n<llysi::s, that 
pertaanant storaqe in 1:ho Town ot ~nawanda i• unacceptable to New 
~o~k State. The o~c has called on DOE to remove Manhattan Project 

I 
(ol~stc. 

I 
I 

Rlt:sid.ont• of th+ Town or Tonawanda, City of l'onllwanda, Village of 
K6nuora, and~ of Crand Island have expressed serir~s concerns 
over tt.e idaa of a lev laval nuclear wasta site in -... ur .tovn... In 
tvo pub~ic hearinqa beld ot1 till.s topic, ..v•rv _.;. • .qle speaker bas 
axpr .. aed total\ opposition t:.o ponu~Lnent ..,c.oraqe in 'l'onav.nda. 
cavan DOE'• ovn I requirCIK':1'\t that 5taeo ~ .• d COl!!J!!\.!nity accapt.an~ t:o 
a ~roPQ~.ad •itei be p~~;t:. .1.~ i• rt~rd to ··•• how Mr. ztirk'• 
init.l~l. tindi.nq icou.ld be ac~~;~::.. -''1 ue OOE. 

! 

It na. beC\..~ -J-ery a~ont ~t   ~hou.l<1 ~ rapl.:..ccd as 
project ~qer :for· thia 001 prAjoct. J..!ter oooervinq  s 
actions, it ia ;our opinion that h• h.a• ceasod bginq an obje-ctive 
analyst · ot fa<% and ra~r has becoma a salesman ~or OOE'c 
prararrtt4 choicd. 

I 
I 

.. •'; 
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P.3 

.In conclusion~ i-e ilppears !:::; us that • <14teision baa &.lrea4y bean 
r84lcb.ed by OOP! on ~hJ.• i&t>'.J<>:, in dire~ vi.ol~ttio.n of the rul." th.&or;; 
gover1\ the dec.i.sion laak1tv;; ;;:::>cas.s. .I.t the OOE s1ne•r•lY 4eei:-.. 
to reac::b ~ obj~ve daci.;;.'.:::a, it i.s A dir~ eonrl.ict ot: int.:r~t 
tor their reprasanbtiv. <::.:: be pro•otizlq, in p'Qblic tol:lDIS and 
throui;.h aaile<l literature. w.u.t. specific: option prior to ~ :ROD. 
It ~ ~ent •i tuation t:tQ.;lins 'Unchllnqe~, we Wil.l ~ forced to 
b«tctin our ovn ca:ap&i.qn to p!.·~ otheJ:" options and to b..J.qhl.i~'l: 
the tlavs ift the DOZ's dec:->J.on DJtinq proce5•- ln ou:r opinion, 
the ulthsate question is: Will OOl!'s adhere -co its Qwn u.ndated 
review pro<:-ss and. i:::p~i.'i._::.ty recCJD~end a decision based on tho 
f•c::ta? 

We await you reply and tna~ JOU tor your consideration . 

.S.i.rSe.n:ely, 

Tovn or Tona~·~:. 

cc: Con~am2.Il Le.F&loe 
Coofirt"esiulan Paxon 
~man Quinn 
SQnatoT o· Amato 
Senator Moynihan 
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