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Local officials and town residents vigorously opposed to DOE’s waste burial

Nuclear waste reaction: ‘Get out of

By PAUL CHIMERA

Correspondent
X ihe U.5. Dept. cd'F.mtg:{' (DOE)}
kas its way, four sites in the Town of
Tonawsnda contaminated by nuclear
waste will be partially excavaed with
onsxwlgxﬁmal )
¥ government leaders and
area residents bave their way, some
8,000 tons of radicactive material
will beput on the next one-way train
out of town.
mge hattk;_ lies were clearly
, even i opulation was
Earse. ata putggzagemﬂg Wedpes-
vy at Kenmore East Senior High
School, 350 Fries Rd., Tonawanda.
Ronald E. Kirk of the DOE whose
technical team has completed a five
year investigation feasibility
study of the Town of Tonawanda
site, said the bearing’s was
o *involve the public in the decision

making process.”

’s proposed plan notes that,
from 1942 10 lggé.poninns of Linde
property and buildings were used for
separanop of uranium ores. Pro-
cessing activities, conducted under a
Manhatian Engineer District con-

tract, resulted in radioactive contami-

nation of portions of the buildings

and surroending land.

When precessing wastes from
Linde were relocated and disposed
of, three nearby Town ies
were comaminated, according to
DOE. They include Ashland 1 and
Ashland 2 'on River Road, and the
adjacent Seaway Industrial Landfill.

DOE's plan to clean vp the sites
came umder steady attack at
Wednesday’s 3- 1/2 hour hearing.

Kirk sard the four conaminated
sites {the furth is the Linde/Praxair
facikity on fShecidan Drive) pose “no
imminent health hazards under cur-
rent usage,” but that future scenasios,
if activitees are not controlled, “could
creale a health hazard.”

. Hesaid the DOE's recommenda-
tion of pariial excavation and onsite
disposal - at a cost of $59 million -
“ranks favorably against the alterna-
tives,” including the option of ship-
ping all the waste out of town.

If the DOE prevails, Kirk ex-
plained, waste containment celts us-
o clay, sand and 1opsoil would en-

capsulate the potentially harmful

material, restrict access lo it, and pre-
veat hazards. These sinictures would
:gda?nimred permanently, Kirk

Bul an onslaught of opposition
fram public officials and ordinary
citizens raised a collective red flag
in the face of the DOE plan.

Raymond E. Sinclair, « Towm of
Tonawanda councilman who read a

. stmrement ot behalf of Sen. Mary

Lou Reath, said, “We've done more
than our share of dealing with the
consequences of nuckear waste ... it
must be removed from our devel-
oped, densely populated area ... re-
move this waste from the Town of
Tmawanda‘.ﬂ“ pplause ed
e resuliant 3 ifi
reaction to the many others who took
© the microphone and whose com-
nents were recorded for the official
record..

Richand M. Tobe, commissioner
of the Exie County Dept. of Environ-
ment & Planning and chairman of
the coalition Against Noclear Mate-
risls in Tonawands {CANIT), said
he believed the DOE bas not prop-
stby analyzed possible consequences

of waste conmintment oell struchral
failure - co siuch as those
that occurred s Love Cansl, he
poted. -

Tobe said a1 ofGt;i - apla;l:
crash or an earthquake, for examp!
- could spell disaster. He said
CANIT “js npw satisfied there 1S a
ks e e 1
Utah,” sddi t n
disclosed avanability of this licensed
site. : .

Tawn of Tonawanda Supervisol
Can J. Calabrese, speaking on be-
haif of the Town Boued, drew eathu-
tasti mse afier yassionately

federal povermnment,

method used o di of it was
incarrect. IC's time for the Town of
Tonawandz 10 be treated equally.
The long tesm impact of this Iias not
been fully addressed - especially with
regard 1 the drinking water,” he
stressed.

Calabrese charged that “This was
never astudy & alt. twasa ess

with a predetermined result. 'S

200.1e

o scientific, techmicsl or engineer-

-ing reason why this malerial can'tbe

sent to the deserts of Utah.”

Urging citizens 10 put pressure
on their state sersatives to fund
DOE ramoval of the waste, Calabrese
said *Get out of town, SUTTNANZES
our position.” .

tposition was echoed by Erie
County Legislators Charles M.
Sweanick, and Leonard Lenihar of
the LOth and 11th disiicls, John
Nundie and George Metrose of the
Town Planning Board, Alexandra
Cukan of the Western New York
Sierra Club and many other officials
and residents. . .

‘When George While, a tawn Fest-
dent and penerat manager for former
Ashiland Oii {now United), said he
was goce told by a DOE contractor
that “it doesn 't matter what the pub~
lic wams,” Kirk pointed out that no
final decision has been made, only a

Swanick poted it may be neces-
sary 1o hold another public hearing.
“If information is not provided in &
timely fashion, this might be a viola-

son of the pubiic hearing process,”

Seaway_08.08_0009_a

he said "CAEI!T may request an-
othgjﬁ ied that a comprehen-
sivepublicnformation campaign has
been npderway for some tme. Re~
sponse 10 the hesring will be pre-
sentedin a special document in about
five months, DOE said. After 2 30-
day public waiting period, remeiial
decisions will be documented in a
“rerord of decision.”

Melindz Kontos, 2 Ken-Ton mu-
sic teacher and 1own resident whose
mother recently died of cancer, said
it was her understanding that radio-
active slag from the Manhaitan

sect was wsed as landfill for homes
n the Gresn Acres area. ]

“My motber and eight contigu-
ous neighbors have died of cancet,
she poied. *Wheo will claim respon-
sibikity W do_ms_?_ng or teatment of
fhese properues?

Kirk responded that any slag
found in the area Kontos pinpoll
“has peen found to be at levels above
guidelines "
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