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Hearing on DOE waste plan crucial to town’s future

ast month the US. Depariment of
Energy {DOE) conducded a public
information meeting o explsin ils
recommendation to permanently store low-
level nuclear waste from the Manbatian
Project in the Town of Tonawanda.
- 'The Coslition Against Nuclear Waste in
Tonawanda (CANIT} has teken a strong
position against this DOE “solution.” CAN-
IT's position was strongly supported by the
" hundreds of people who atiended the last
public meeting on Dec. 1, 1993,

CANIT was originally formed to prevent
the DOE from shipping nudear material
from Colonie to cur town for permanent

. storage sand to have the DOE remove
existing low-level radioactive material at
the four gites in Tonewanda to permanent
out-of-state storage. We were successfal,
. with the help of a huge public outcry, in
stopping the DOE from impording waste
from mowther community, We noew need
thal same public outery to stop our water-
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front from being used as a nuclear waste
site.

The DOE%® plan involves consolidating
the four wites that currently contain con-
teminated material inta one sterage cell.
The DOE estimales that building such a
cell would cost $59 million. The DOE
estimales that transparting the material to
a Yicensed Tacility in Clive, Utah would cost
%201 million.

CANIT has opposed this plan Jor many
reasons. There is no scientific, engineering
or Lechnical repson why this malerial can
not be moved to Utah. I¥s s watter of
meney., I believe thaei DOE has
overeslimaled the cost of shipping and
storage to Utah and uonderestimated the
cost of construcling and maintaining & cell
in Tonawanda. :

We have alse discovered that the total
budget DOE has for these types of cleanup
projects ia $2.5 billion, The DOE's ewn
records show that it has allecated up to
$197 million for the Tonawands project.

The Town of Tonswenda, sites conkain 18
percent of the total wasle Jeft from the
Manhattan Project. DOE's plan to stere it
locally amouonts to just two percent of their
total budpet. CANITs cell to move the
mplerial to Uiah, even using the DOE's
figures, amounis {0 only eight percent of
the tolal deanup budget. Takiog care of 18
percent of the problem wilh eighl percent
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af the budget is certaindy a reasonable
trade off.

The town's walerfint should nol he
uzed for 8 low-level naclear waste site. {ts
too close Lo our waler supply, ton close to
populated areas and could be detrimental
to our efforts to redevelop nur waterfront.

CANIT has erranged to hold a public
meetiog today, Jan. 28, at Herbert Hoover
Schoel auditodium at 7 p.n. Lo rally com-
munity supparl against lthe storage of this
waste in ouc own. [ is crucial that Lhe

pablic comes out in force Lo coavinee
federal officials Lo remoeve their waste to a
sale, isolated desert localion,

This meetling is impnrtant to our tawn's
future. If you enly attend one public meet-
ing in your lifetime, you should attend this
one. [Fyou cannot attend but would like to
express your spinion on this issue, please
mail your comments 1o me at the Munici-
pal Building and 1 will defiver them in the
apprepriale federal authorities.
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