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Calabrese gives upbeat ‘State of Town’ speech

by PATRICK KEYES
ing government innovations and dis-
cussing plans for an employee imoentive pro-
gram, the supervisor of the Town of Tonawan-
da pgave a very uwpbeat State of the Town
message last week to the Kenmore-Town of
Tonawanda Chamber of Commerce.

At a special breakfast meeting of the cham-
ber, Supervisor Carl J. Calabrese addressed a
wide variety of issnes dealing with the exrrent
statos of the town and plans for the future.

Saying that the town continues to be "a
golid example of a community lhat works,”
Calabrese pointed to the town’s "A” credit
rating and stea&ymteoftaxesandsemcesas
proof of that. He also mentioned the average
tox bill of 3205 per day, which gets the total
menn of services offered in the town, in-
cluding police and paramedic protection, gar-
bage ait recyclable pickup, sireet care, water
and sewer line maintenance, parks and recre-
ation facility npkeep and other services.

After briefly detsiling each town depart-
ment and its operatioos, Calabrese went on to
discuss what he feels lies abead for the town.
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The Mes of bringing all towm employees into
the “Creative Management Team” thronghan
employee incentive program was again dis-
cussed, as it was in iast years address.
Calling the employees “town nt’s
miost valuable asset,” Calabrese said the plan
in Tonawanda will eocourage workers to
share ideas that save money for the town by
offering to share some of the savings directly
with the person who came up with the idea.
Final plans for the progeam are expecied to be
in {ront of the town board within the next few
manths, he added.

He mentioned the planoed conversion of
methane gns from the BFI landSGll into
electrical power to run the wastewater treal-
ment plant, which will save an estimated $15
million to $20 million over the first 10 venrs of

operabon. .

Harking badk to the Commumity Policing
program in the Parkeide Village sren, Cala-
brese sgid the program is being dosely fol-
Jowed and s=aid another satellite office coukd
open in 1995 in another neighborhood.

He slso touched on the negotiatims for a

new cable contract for the town, which town
efficials have been sayimg all slong will be a
model for municipalities across the area. And
the ides of redevelopnient in the waterfront
region was also discussed, with mention of the
relocation of River Road, addition of new
housing, cleanoyp of the Cherry Farm property
and the uproming demolition of the former
refinery stacks along the waterfront, which
Calabrese said is the first step in eliminating
the eyesores from the srea’s landscape.

AH was mot rosy in the speech. The
supervieor pointed to unfunded state and
federal mandates, such ag the proposed Great
Lakes Initistive, the state’s pension fonding
system and the idea of having the radioactive
waste from the four Tonawanda sgites stored
in a pew cootaimment cell along the water-
front 88 serious issues which musi be deslt
with in an efficient manmner.

However, none of the perceived negatives
were considered to be too daunting. “Whatev-
er probleme or opportonities town govern-
meat may face, we face as & team,” Calabrese
aaid.
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