We're eager to begin cleanup:

at Town of Tonawanda N-sites

but just how clean will they be?

By LEONORE SCHMITT
LAMBERT

Regarding the radioactive waste in
the Town of Tonawanda, officials are
saying: no more delays, clean it up!
Ob\'IOU‘?E\!, we should have done that
years ago. The question s, what doey

“clean™ mean?
Pu)ph, hear vclean™ and think
“sufe.” They hear “low Jevel™ and

thmk Tow risk.” They

— i$ not a problem, They suy they
will address the remainder of Seaway,
Linde/Praxair and the I‘ona\\'.tnda
Landfil “fater.”

Seaway Industrial Park Sccxa’nu.‘»\‘

waste i on Lhe surfave. Section B
and O waste is bur‘zcd under 40 feet
of garbage. The garbage must bhe
vented, The rmhmum waste might
hetter be keft alone.

Since radon gas wil be cmitted,
the Town of Tonawan:

hear “cleanup,” espe-
chally when officials
say there will be o
“eomplete cleanup,”
and think the waste

In Tue
Desare

de Schoni Board has
questioned the safefy

because it might jm-

will be gone. That is
absolulely not true. Not that we
should panic, but knowing some facts
may help balance some of the rhero-
rie, :
Fuet: The Deparunent of Energy’s
original plan in 1993 mcluded leaving
some waste do-ground and exhuming
other waste and stering it above
ground on Ashland | property. There
was slrokg opposition and demand
for removal of all the waste from U
ared,

A complete cleanup would mean
that all of Ashiund | amd 2, Seaway
Industrial Purk, Linde/Praxsir and the
Town of Tonawanda Lundfil would
huve to meect Nuclear Regulatory
Commission standards: no more than
3 picoCuries of radiation per gram of
soif (3 piCgr). The waste would be
shipped out: thereafter, the jund
woutd be sale for unrestricted use.

Fact: The current proposal is lan-
ited te the riverfront area; Ashland 1
and 2 and Section B of Scaway In-
dustrial Park, which lics between the
two Ashland sites. The plan aims at
removing only the soils exhibiting
more than 40 plC.fgr of Thorium 230,
much less “clean” than the original
plan.

Faet: Thorium 230 is one of sever-
al members of the “decay chain” of
Uranium 238, So is Radium 226, As
long s the uranium is there, radium
wifl grow, as will radon gas. BEventoal-
Iy the fevel of radioactivity will rise
again beyond the fevel of 40 piCler.
There is disagreement only over how
many years that process will take,

Fact: Future use of the land will
be fimited to industrial or business
purposes. Semeone will have to en-
force that Hmitation, or years from
now a future comnunity is in for a
big surprise.

Why has this happencd? Why
would offictals agree to a fesser stan-
dard of cleanup? Obviously, citizens
who knew about the problem were
tired of studies and paper-shuffling
and anxious to have their riverfront
back and “safe” for use. Officials
were anxious to declare viclery over
the problem and begin the water{ront
development plan.

Since the “preferred alternative’
did not have support, DOE officials
bowed to public fears and political
pressure to: break up the plan into
segments; use a lesser standard of
cleanup; and start with the area next
w the Nigara River

Project managers tell us  that
breaking up the plan — segmentation

schools,  which ure
downwind of the site.

Seamenting will mean no monitor--

ing af potentiaily dungerous cumula-
tive readings from one portion to an-
other. There is also some concern
whether the money will be there for
those arens o be cleaned up luter.

Fuet: The cost of the project is es-
timated ut $38 miilien, For twice that
amount we could have had 2 toral
clearup, bhad there been sufficient pe-
titica! witl and invespment {8 public
evdueation. Congress controls  the
purse. Leghslation i often appraved.
but funding docs not follow. The
money available this year from the
federal Formerly Uhilized Sites Res
medinl Action Program s less than
12 milion.

Bvery vear, Rep. John LaFatee will
need o get support to include fund-
ing for the next phase in the feders
budget. Rep. Amo Houghton will
have to do the seme for the West
Valley project, s will all other con-
gressmen pear radivuctive wasie sites,
if they have any conscience ut all.

Huving heard some of the horror
stories from other sites, T oxpect it
will be harder in the future to get
money for Western New York 1
would fike to see our local represen-
tatives band together with those from
all IhL other sites, purla’guldr v Savan-
nah River, Ga; Rocky Flats, Coloa
Los Alamos, N.M. Oakridge, Tenn.:
and especially Hanford, Wash,, to de-

clare a national ernergency and spend.

some of the present surphus 1o reme-
dy past assauits on the ¢nvironment.

Wu need to convince our govern-
ment that the same type of crash
program that created the atomit
homb angd the subsequent waste due-
ing and since World War 1T should

be immediately undertaken to clean-
up the radicustive waste mess siu’(‘rw'

iiu. mumr\

SCH.\HTT LAMBERT
Jollowed the cleanup plaii
it Wese Valley and recenth attended o
workshop fre San ego, sponsored 1
the League of Women Volery
Leducation Fund and ihe Deparpnent
Eneigy, discussing nuclear waste of
severad sitey avross i counin, :
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