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WASHINGTON — The gov-

ernihent Thursday identified hun-

dreds of mills, foundries and facto-
ties“~13 of them in Erie and Ni-

~“agard counties — that did nuclear
* weapons ‘work during the Cold

Wi, in'a step toward identifying

-workérs “who might ‘qualify “for

tompernsation because they were
made sick by their jobs.

o %‘he Energy Department exam-

| records.going back 60 years in
an effort to 'document every facility
dled the deadly metal be-
tyllium or radioactive materials.”

- Energy Secretary Bill Richard-
son urged sick workers who were
employed at the facilities to con-
tact the government,

-“The burden of proof is on the
go! ent, not the worker. We
will pen and candid this time,
not like in the past,” he said at a

© news conference. |

The list mcludes 317 sxtes that

(empioy d 600,000, people in 37
stages, t

e Dlstnct of Columbia,
rto Rico and the Marshall Is-
ds, ,Some were . government-
ut most were private com-
that did business for the En-
epariment .of the Atomic

,Westom New York sxtes

‘gam. Ashland Oil, .the Linde Ce-

ramics Plant and Seaway Industrial

. Park, all in the Town: of Tonawan-

da; Bethlehem Steel, Lackawanna;

; Bhss ‘& Laughlin Steel Linde Air

Products and Utica Street Ware-
all in Buffalo; Electro Met-

and Titanium Alloys Manufactur-

 ing, all in Niagara Falls; Lake On-

tarip Ordnance Works in the Town

Lemston Simonds Saw and
Steel Co,, Lockport and the West
Valley Demonstration Project,
West Valley.

--David Michaels, the Energy De- -

partments top health official, cau-

. -

/" -tioned that some of the sites played
“'very minor roles’ m weapons pro-
“duction. .

Fot' example, while Mallmck-

; rodt Chemical Co. in St. Louis pro-

‘receive government-paid medical

cessed-thousands of tons of urani-
um; StarCutter Corp. in Farmmg—
ton, Mich,, onily had five pieces of
uranwgm on site for one day while

 testinga specnal Saw.

Aﬂmg ‘workers and the famxhes
of many dead workers spent ‘yeats
pushing the governiment to take re-
sponsibility for illnesses cavised by

on-the-job exposure to hxgh Tevels

of raéhatlon

‘Many sick workers complamed :
they could not get adequate care

because the substances to which

they were exposed were considered

classified information, -
As recently as' President C

ton’s first term, the-government '
routinely fought workers compen— ’

satlon clalms '

“We falled to take care of work-
ers that got sick from exposure,”

Richardson said, adding it now is:-

time: “to settle the score, thh our.
workers : :

Under a program appro;re by
Congress last year, employees:of..

facilities doing Energy Department

work who contracted cancer as-a -
result of radiation exposure, as well
“as those ‘who contracted a Iun, dxs-

- care plus $150,000. The first checks

*mmdmwf

should go out later thlS year

‘comipensation program will deter-
‘mine.which people frqni such sites.

tain-date, bi
mained conta

mformauon s (877} 4479756,
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