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Lmde workers»{,
tarqeted for

fmndreds ‘of : znllls, foundriés’. 'actones that did

nuclear ‘weapons work during the‘Cold War in'a step
Thursday toward targeting workers who might qualify -

for compensation because they were made smk by their
jobs. = ."
The EnergV Department examined records gomg back
‘60 years in an effort to document every facility that
handled the deadly metal berylhurn or radloactlve
materials. =+’

‘Energy Secretary Blll Rlchardson urged sick workers
who were employed at the facilities to contact the

government.

“The burden of proof is on the government, not the

worker. We will be open and ¢andid this time, not hke in
“ the past,” he said at a news conference. -

 The list includes Ashland Oil, Linde Air Products,_
Linde Ceramics- Plant and Seaway Industrial Park in the

Town ‘of  Tonawanda. All. currently are undergomg
remedlatlon. , , S ‘
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%e list includes 317 sxtes '
- that employed 600,000 peopl
-in*.37 states,” the District

Columbia, Puerto Rico and

Marshall Islands. Some were
govemment-owned but most ..

were private companies that
did business for the Energy
Department or * the Atonuc
Energy Comimission. .-~
David Michaels, the Energy
Department’s top health offi-

ons production.

For' - - example,
Mallinckrodt Chemical Co. in
StLouis processed thousands
of‘tons of uranium, Star Cutter

in Farmington, Mich,

Ip.
' i?iy had five pieces. of ura-

niirm on site for ohe day while
testing a special saw. ’

Alhng workers and thé fam— ‘
lllCS of many dead workers

spent years pushing the gov-
erfiment to take responsibility
for illnesses caused by on-the-

job exposure to h1gh levels of :

radiation. * -

plained they could not get
adequate care because the

s

whxle :

1/12/01

osed were considered

ified information.

ecently as President

linton’s first"term, the gov-

riiment routmely fought

worker compensation claims.
“We failed to take care of

‘workers that got sick from

exposure,” . Richardson said,

~ adding it now is time “to set-

tle .the score with our

* workers.”
cial, cautioned that some of
the sites played very minor -
roles in the history of Weap*;r{

Under a program approved
by. "Congress last vear,
employees of facilities doing

’ EnergyDepartment work who
-contracted cancer as a result
-of radiation exposure, as well
“as ‘those who contracted a
. lung disease from berylium

or - silica, - can
government-paid

receive
medical

+care plus $150,000. The first

checks should go out later this
year,
Still to be decided is how

~the - compensation program -
‘will détermine which people

from ‘such sites got sick

+because of work done for the
.government
-Many sick” Workers com~ L

The Energy Departments
toll-free number for workers
seeking information is
1-877-447-9756
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