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Linde wol"kers 
tQ•?9et•d for .· ·. 
·CO;fn.ne,a.sati·on· 
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~ : stAFFt\NllWIREMPORTS. 

w.AsH:iNc~TON -,The '89ve~ent identified the 
hundreds 'of \111Uls, .. fot,nidr!es ~~4: ·factories .~at }lid 
nuclear weapolls work ·dunng tbe.'C~ld. W~ m a st~p 
Thursday to•ward tar~eting workers who m~ght qnaho/ 
for COmpensation becallse they were made SlCk by .their 
jobs.··. . ' ·.· . ·. 

The Ert~rg~ Department examined records g<!~g back 
· 60 years in an ~ffort to documeh! every fact~tr ~at 
handled the deadly metal berylhum or radioactive 
materials. , ·. . · ·. · ·· . . · . · 

Energy Secretary Bill Richardson urged sick workers 
who were e~inployed at the facuitjes · to contact the 
government. . · • · 
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"The· burd1en of proof is on th~ go':e~ent, n<?t t~e 
worker. We will. be open a1Jd;Can9i<,l thls ttme, not,like m 

'the pastt he 1said at a ne""s ~e!en~~· . ••· · c ·· 
· The list includes A~hland Oil, ~~nde (Ur Pro?ucts, 

Linde Ceramics Plant ~nd Seaway In,d,ustnal Pru.:k ~ the . . . . . 
Town of. Tonawanda. AlL ¢Urrently · ar•e undergomg . ~e hst mcludes 317 stt:s .~XJ>o~ed . were . constdered 
remediation.' . · ~ employ~ 600,0~0 I?~g1~ .. C:~~~!~e<,i ~nfor~tton. . 
_ __:___:_"-------~---,.-_;___--'--'--------"---,-. · ~:,.37 s~ates,~· the ~tstrt~t.Jt~.l ... i.~ ... t:,t.'i.;~.s '.:recen!ly as President 

Columbia, Puerto Rico and'me:1,0[~lliit9Jl"s first' term, the gov­
Marshall lslands. Some were erluiient routinely fought 
governm.en,tc<>wned, ... but niost ... ; ·worker compensation claims. 
w~e private companies that "We failed to take care of 
did busipess for the Epergy workers that ·got sick from 
Department ... (>r the Atomic eJQ)osure," Richardson said, 
Energy Commission. . · adding it now is time "to set-

David .Michaels, the Energy tle the score with our 
Department's top health offi- · workers." 
cial, cautioned that some , of Under a program approved 
the sites . played very mindr by . . Congress last year, 
roles··in the histmy of weap-·· employees of facilities doing 
ons prodt,tction. . · Energy "Department work who 

For· example, while contracted cancer as a result 
MClllinckrodt Chemical Co .. in of radiation exposure, as well 
Sf:•LoUis processed thousands as those who contracted a 
of'f:ons of uranium, Star Cutter . lung disease from beryllium 
C9FP· in Farmington, Mich., or .silica, can receive 
obly had five pieces of. ura- government-paid medical 
nfilm pn site for one day while . care plus $150,000. The first 
testing a special saw. ¢hecks should go out later this 
··Ailing workers and the faro:. year. · 

Hies of many dead workers . Still to be decided is how 
s.Rbnt Y<tars pushing the · gov- the compensation program · 
eru,ment to take responsibility will deterriline which people 
for illJ;Iesses caused by on-the- from ·such sites got sick 
job exposure to high levels of • becaUse of work done for the 
radiation. ' govei:Iiment. 

Many siek ·· workers.·· coin.:. · .'the · Energy Department's 
p{hlned they could not get toll-free number for workers 

SEA_ 0056 adequate care because the s~eking information is 
  ~ces to which they were 1-877-447-9756. 
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