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No health threat found in radioactive area e
By T.J.PIGNATARO o
News Northtowns Bureau F ,d
3/30/2002 Eri
The Town of Tonawanda landfill and mud flats area off the Youngmann —
Expressway, which has been confirmed as radioactively contaminated, does M
not pose a public health threat as it is now being used, according to preliminary Anivi
findings by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Gm
The corps recently made the determination after examining soil and ground 1888

water samples it collected last summer from the area as well as looking at land
use and a risk assessment based on potential human exposure to the
contamination.

"The end result is that wWay to the community this site is safe
for its current uses," said project manager for the corps.

The corps, meanwhile, is awaiting a detailed report and results from tests on
the nearly 500 soil samples it took in 200 areas of the property from July to
September. That information, expected to be available in April or May, will be
followed by a public information session, officials said.

According to the corps, the health assessment accounts for "recreational user
scenarios" such as walking and bicycling.

“Even though the site is located on a sanitary landfill and private property
owned by the Town of Tonawanda, we have seen evidence of dirt bikes and
people walking dogs, so we know the community is using the site. And the
preliminary results confirm the site falls within acceptable U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency guidelines for this use," NN 2id.

Corps officials said the site contains "naturally occurring uranium" as well as
thorium and radium.

The health risks associated with the contamination are deemed to be within
acceptable federal limits, however, because of the type of activities being
conducted on the land.

Since the land is not used for residential purposes and those who do choose to
use it recreationally are subjected to only "very limited exposure,” the current
use of the land is "permissible under current federal guidelines," said
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sk assessor for the corps’ Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action
Program.

The corps, meanwhile, is continuing to investigate the site as a "vicinity
property of the Linde Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program."

A "vicinity property" apparently has not been used for any activity involving
radioactive elements, but such material might have been moved there from the
primary site, Linde Air Products, where materials were processed during World
War |l for the Manhattan Project.

B S if2(0 District program manager for the Formerly Utilized
Sites Remedial Action Program, said the corps still was trying to determine
whether the materials come from Linde.

"There are no records that show material coming from there, and the material
itself does not seem to have a high correlation to the other material (from the
Linde property). We're trying to figure that out," |l said-

Once the "investigation stage” is completed, the corps will examine various
alternatives for the site, including any need for a complete cleanup, he said.

e-mail: ipignataro @ buffnews.com
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By T.J.PIGNATARO
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The Town of Tonawanda fandfill and
mud flats area off the Youngmann Ex-
pressway, which has been confirmed as
radioactively contaminated, does not
pose a public health threat as it is now
being used, according to preliminary
fmdmgs by the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers.

The corps recently made the deter-
mination after examining soil and
ground water samples it collected last
summer from the area as well as looking
at land use and a risk assessment based
on potential human exposure to the
contamination.

“The end result is that we can confi-
dently say to the community this site is
safe for its current uses,” said Diane Ko-
zlowski, project manager for the corps.

- The corps, meanwhile, is awaiting a
detailed report and results from tests on
.- the nearly 500 soil samples it took in 200
areas of the property from July to Sep-
tember. That information, expected to
be available in April or May, will be fol-
lowed by a public information session,

- officials satd

According to the corps, the health as-

sessment accounts for “recreational user
scenarios” such as walking and blcy-
cling.

- “Even though the site is located ona

“sanitary landfill and private property

owned by the Town of Tonawanda, we
have seen evidence of dirt bikes "and
people walking dogs, so we know the
community is using the site. And the
preliminary results confirm the site falls
within acceptable U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency guidelines for this
use,” Kozlowski said.

-Corps officials said the site contains
“naturally occurring uranium” as well as
thorium and radxum.

The health nsks associated with the

contamination are deemed to be within

- acceptable federal limits, however, be-
cause of the type of activities bemg con-

ducted on the land.

Since the land is not used for resi-
dential purposes and those who do
choose to use. it recreationally are sub-

jected to only “very limited exposure,”

the current use of the land is “permissi-
ble under current federal guidelines,”

-said Karen Keil, risk assessor for the
‘corps’ Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial

e Actlon Program

The corps, meanwhile, is continuing

to investigate the site as a “vicinity prop-
erty of the Linde Formerly Utilized
Sites Remedial Action Program.”
. A “vicinity property” apparently has
not been used for any activity involving
radioactive elements, but such material
might have been moved there from the
primary site, Linde Air Products, where
materials were processed during World
War II for the Manhattan Project.

James Karsten, Buffalo District pro-
gram manager for the Formerly Utilized
Sites Remedial Action Program, said
the corps still was trying to determine
whether the materials come from Linde.

“There are no records that show ma-
terial coming from there, and the mate-

_rial itself does not seem to have a high

correlation to the other material (from
the Linde property). We’re trymg to. fxg-

"ure that out,” Karsten said.

Once the “investigation stage”
completed; the corps will examine van-
ous alternatives for the site, including
:gm)"j need for a complete . cleanup, he
said. :
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TON_00022



	Text2: Tonawanda_08.08_0017_a


