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— Corps will listen to local concerns

The Buffalo district U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has completed the proposed plan for the Tonawanda
Landfill and releases this plan for public review and comment todayMarch 26.

This proposal details the Corps’ recommendations for the radionuclide residues found at the landfill.
Although the normal public review period is 30 days, I have received numerous requests to extend this
period to ensure an adequate public review. As a result of these requests, I will extend the review period
to 90 days — from today to June 26.

Additionally, I will hold public comment meeting on April 25.

It is important to understand that the proposed plan is just one phase in a lengthy process of
investigating a site. The proposed plan is not a final decision. In fact, the Corps will not reach a final
decision until we carefully review and evaluate all comments received about the proposal.

We are not only open to public comment, we earnestly solicit it. We understand that the best solution
can only be achieved after listening to all ideas and concerns.

The Corps has been investigating the Tonawanda Landfill and Mudflats Area since 1999 as part of the
Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program. The purpose of FUSRAP is to investigate sites where
work was performed as part of the nation’s early atomic weapons and energy programs, and cleanup
those sites, if necessary.

To date, the Buffalo district has successfully completed two sites and is investigating nine others. While
we are proud of our successes, we also understand that there is still much work to be accomplished in
this vitally important program.

Public safety remains a top priority for the Corps, and as the commander of the Buffalo district, I am
personally committed to ensuring public safety. I understand that the issues and concerns of this site are
larger than just the waste and risks associated with the early atomic weapons and energy programs. That
is why we have been and will continue to work with other federal and state agencies, as well as local and
federal elected officials, to address concerns and issues that exceed the Corps’ legal authority.

I take the responsibility for this mission very seriously, and look forward to receiving comments on our
proposal, as well as working with all of our partners to resolve public concerns.

Lieutenant Colonel, US Army
Commander, Buffalo District

Food stamps benefit everyone

The Food Stamp Program is one of the most misunderstood programs. The common misconception is
that it is for the benefit of the poor people. It is actually for he benefit of everyone in society.

The Food Stamp Program helps many segments of the community by supporting agriculture, food
retailers, employees, participants, health care sectors, taxpayers, seniors and children. It reduces medical
costs, reduces the possibility of hospitalization ad decreases the risk of lifetime illnesses.

The Food Stamp Program brings federal dollars into our community, local grocery stores, farmers
markets and other stores that sell food. The program benefits are far reaching. It produces results that
benefit the present and future generations by ensuring that children receive the proper nutrition
necessary to become productive, healthy and strong adults. Children will grow stronger and healthier
through the use of the Food Stamp Program.

In Niagara County alone, there are 11,216 children living in poverty. They deserve a brighter future.
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For more information on the Nutrition Outreach ad Education Program, call the Niagara Community
Action Program Inc., Nutrition Outreach and Education Program at 439-1322.
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