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groups struggle

to boost declining membership

WASHINGTON (AP) mee Just 35
a4 new and more conservative Re-
ublican Congress threatens to roll

- back environmental regulations, ma..
-, Jor cnviropmental groups are strug- |

eling o sigimn dcclining memberships
and dwindling contributions.

The financial problems threaten-
ing maay of the country's environ-

mental arganizations was dramatized .

last week when the 102-year-old Si-
erra Club, announced a 10 percent
cut in staff after losing $2.9 million
over the iast four years,

The Wilderness Society, National
Wildlife Federation and the National
Audubon Society also have faced

membership problems and disap-

pointing revenucs since the boom-
ing growth that accompanied the
20th 2nniversary of Earihrl‘)ay nearly
five years ago.

But spokesmen for the three con-
servation graups said the worst

gcams to be over with memberchip
either stabilized or rebounding. Bul
even groups with continued growth
arc uneasy and are re-examining their
programs avith #n eye.toward cunin!%

costs and getling the most out o

fimited recourcor,

The anvironmentd movement’s
membership and revenue concerns
cOme al 4 lime when environmental-
ists are under somc of the sharpest
altacks in years from conservatives
in Cangress, property-rights advo-
caies and commercial interasts that
see gavironmental regulation as the
cncmy of economic growth.

This followed twa years in which
many environmentalists have be-
comne complacent, panly because the
Clinton administralion had put card-
carvying environmentalists in many
key positions of power. For exampde:
Vies President Al Gore and Imerior
Secretary Bruce Babbitt,
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But environmentaiists found the
recently completed 103rd Congress
anything but pro-environment. And
they fear the new, {learly more con-

servaive Repoblican-led Congress

may try'to emasculate environmen-
tal luwy altegether by hamstringing
regulators. A growing number of leg.
islators want 10 toughen risk assess-
ment requirements and protect prop-
¢rty owners from intrusive environ-
mental regulalions,

Some environmental leaders sug-
gest the new hostility in Congress
may spur membership and contribu-
tions, but others see that as litle to
cheer about,

"It reminds me of a mortician
saying it's great that there's a big
death wave,” says Brik Qlson, who
follows congressional issues for the
Nartural Resources Defense Council,
a leading cavironmental group.
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