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'WNY nuclear waste cleanup projects threatened by

By MIKE VOGEL
mews Siaff Reporter

Decep shashes in federad funding
jor nuclear wasle citanups could
kave Weslern New York with an
ewen desper environmental debt,
community activists said Tuesday.

Congressional efferts to cut
deeper than the 5100 millioa al-
ready trimmed from the Clinton
zdrministration's bwdget proposal
rould cripple radicactive waste
tleanup projects in West Valley,
the Town of Tonawenda and Lew-
iston, environmemalists warned.

“This week we're looking at an-
other $51 million o cuts that will
directly impact sites in Western
Mew Yoik,” said James Raoch of
the Coalitions on West Valley Nu-
clear Wasie.

“Spending mow on these con-
laminated sites is much more cost-

effective than speading later,” be '

said. *lt's oot cust—cﬂectn'e 10
walk away from these sites.”

"We're worried that  these
cieanup projects, which are just
geiting under way, will be cet
short, and the problems will be
¥eht for future pencraticns.” added
coslition leader Ray Vauphan.

In zddition 1o the former pucle-
ar fuels reprocessing center at
West Valley, the Miagara mnner
has five radioactive-waste sites in
the Tonawanda area, the Niagara
Fally Storage Site, which contains
255,000 cubic vards of radicactive
Lake Onlaric Ordnance Works
wasle, ard a scattering of small ra-
dicactively contaminated sites
thraugheat the area

Many of the sites jnvolved
wasigs penerated by the Manhat-
tan Project durimg World War 11
(0 develop the atomic bomb. In-
duded is one site I Buffale, 2

foemmer- }lophns
wher concrets
found to’ ave some oraniken con-
taneination. - -

While the federal ent
of l:‘naﬁr es with debates
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elsewhere,

“To curtail funding now, s tlus.,,:
: beel the cleanip
“she said. I that s abandoned, she

cmaalpamt.wouldbeu

“sive and” feolish cconomy #nd

wonld ardize public health,”
Vangha’neop

The proposed cuts have hrought
together the emviroamental coali-
tion and Ashfoed town leadess, af
loggerheads for pears. over. the
ides of bringing more wastes to
West Valley trestment or stors
sge. Both sides oppose ‘cutbacks
for the demomstration project, | -

Other groups, long focmed on
other issues, alsa are jommg the

. Western New York has been
.ot as g gmund
“sacrifice am
of wastes, sabd Angela: Kﬂ oﬁ
Buffalo Greens, 2 gioup: that bas
umamtutad on recy-dm,g ami oth-

erurbanconocms e
“The one for us has

i West Valley,”

added, “then we go o 8 ‘Once a
dmp, always a dump. ™

“I’s very much like the other
(kind of) debt,” she said. “The

mare you ket it go,. the larger it

The propased additional budged
trims, remmmded by a conéres-
sionail sobcommittee “afler

‘had already approved $i00
miflion in DOE budget cuts, are

being considered as part of GOP
efforts 1o control federal spending

and bonor the, chnbhm “Coa- -

tract With America™ ;' -
Thmths P’ Hendtrsou, prw
dent Gf Residénts Organized for
Léwiston-Porter's
saad "the proposed 5151 million

Enviromment,

budget cnl:s to DOE lauiuicilw
waste site ciearu:ps are not by any
suelch of the imaginstioa 'prudent

Bscal poliey’ ar Ssound budgetary

constreint. ™

“er;ultﬂutwrne‘Cun?

gress can lind $20 bilion to boost
the ¢ of owr veighbors to
Ibe south of the Rio Grande while
senlencing our onn Rmc:
©oa slow death? he

“We havre spent miltions on

iti, Somafia and the rést of the
world,” added Ralph Kricger,
president of the Oil, LChemical and
Atomic Workers Jocal af the for-
mer Linde plant sit¢ in the Town
of Togawandy. “But when the val-
ac of an American citizen comes

- ap for disowssion, weenduplast

on the list.”
Locsl Democratic . lawmakers,
inclnding Rep. Johm J. LaFales,

federal cutsw

Siii. Danicl P }v{ﬁ,—.w‘m aﬁu"‘ ;‘u‘f-
‘semblymsn Paul A. Tokasz, ex-
prassed s'uppon for Tusdxg’s en-

-Radmadm:waste deannpsmr-
buge price tags. Total West
Vaﬂquysﬁsamutmamd bigh
ns$35biﬂiun.andptanstodeal
with about 8,000 tons of Manhst-:
tan Pro]ect waste at the former
faahtywuldmﬁomsﬁs
million to $201 million. . L
Rmhsaad'!‘homasl’ Grum-‘
bly,mstantenerwmlaryfo:
enviroomental man.a;ement had
n?thldegdw 1§&uxyonwhwu
of his cg:gmmspu-ujwtswdd»
toithepropqsedad-
dmonalmpementwt. o
. ‘Youdon;sg;?ﬂb&onm
a projett an halfway
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