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Congressional muscle seen as key to nuclear contamination removal:

Town presses for ‘waste’ resolution

By Joseph C, Genco
Staff writer

Tired of the way the Departinent
of Evergy has moved forward on
cleaning up radicactive waste left in
the Fown of Tenawanda following
) %;: Manhaitan Preject of World War

Sois Town Supervisor Carl Cala-
brese. And so are plenty of other
tovn citizens and officials.

The superviscr is pressing for-
ward on two fronls.

= First, he is leading a petition
< drive to %)e{ Congressman John

LaFalce, (D-Town of Tonawanda)

to lobby Congress to use its powers
to order the Department of Ene%y
to remave all of the waste from the
town rather than storing it perma-
nently along the banks of the Nia-
gara River.

+ Second, he is challenging the
DOE’s estimate of costs for total re-
moval and disposal in Utah at a2 fa-
cility aperated by Envirocare.

The DOE has estimated the cost
of removal and off-site disposal at
between $100 o 3300 million. -

Wi, Calibrese believes the fig-
ures used tocalculate thase costs may
be as much as double or triple the
actual costs, | '

He has writien Envirocare with a
series of eight questions:

« "The DXOE has been using a fig-
ure of $200/cubic yard to dispase of
the centaminated sail. Is this figure
accurate and bow is it arrived at¥"

« DOE process involves rail cars
and trucks, Is it possible to ship owr
waste to Eunvirocare using trains
only? Would this reduce the cost,
and by what anount?

» Dges Envirccare have the ca-
pacity to handle the Town of
Tonawanda’s Waste?

.» Has Envirocare received
FUSRAP waste from any other com-
munity in the United States? If yes,
what communities and in what

-amounts? What prompied DOE 1o

ship wasfe to Envirocare?

» How do customers other than
the US Government ship wasie to
your facility? What differences exist
1 the shipping process, and is thege
a difference in cost per cubic yard?

« Given the fact DOE has
FUSRAP sites nationwide, would
Envirocare be willing 1o entertain
large volume discounts for storing
FUSRAP waste in exchange for long-
term commitment to use the
Envirocare facility for dispesal of all
or st of its waste? ,

* Are lhere safe and accepled
methods within your industry to ship
large volumes of this type of waste
that can reduce the cost without com-

promising safety?

-« The Town of Tonawanda has
ap%:r?_ximately 350,000 cubic yards
of FUSRAP waste, If the DOE de-
cided to ship toEnvirocare, over what
period of time could this material be
sent to Envirocare, _

The DOE continues to work with
citizens and schiedule meetings al-
ternpting to find a mutually satisfy-
ing resolution lothe dispute. A meet-

m% was held Tuesday night by the

1o discuss criteria for the clean-

up of the waste. :

The DOE previcusly reached the

conclusion pactial excavation and on-

site disposal was the best alterna-
[tve, v
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