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Calabrese looks to private sector
for town waste removal options

by ELLEN M, GALLAGHER

Town of Tonawanda Supervisar
Carl J. Calabrese has invited a
representative of Envirosara, a
federally licansed waste storage
facility, to visit Tonawanda to
meet with interested parties.

Al Rafati of Envirocare has ver-
bally accepted the invitation, and
arrangements are currently
underway.

This meeting will allow Rafati
to explain how Envirocare might
serve as a repository for the
350,000 cubic yards of nuclear
waste now located in the town,
and share ideas for meeting that
goal as safely and inexpensively
ag possible.

Calabrese said anyone
interested could attend the ses-
sion,

“Maybe we can get a dialogue
going between these two groups
(DOE and Envirocare) and coma
up with a solution,” the
supervisor said.

Another option which could be
considered would be phasing in
the waste removal. Calabrese

said he believes the Caalition
Against Nuclear Materials In Te-
nawanda (C.AN.IT.) would he
agreeable to auch & plan, pro-
viding it was to be cornpleted in a
ressonable time period and in-
volved comumunity input recom-
mending priority araas.

“There are ways to make this
pruject work,” Calabrese stated.

Organizing a meeting with an
Envirocare representative is the
second step the supervisor has
taken in an effort to research
waste. removal and storsge op-
tiens in the private sectar to
reduce costs.

He first sent a letter dated Feb,
27 requesting information on dis-
posal of low-level nuclear waste
with this private company in
Clive, Utah.

Last week, Calabrese received
a letter from Rafuti, answering
hig questions.

*Mr. Rafati’s letter makes it
quite clesr that if the DOE was
willing to sign a long term con-
tract with Envirocare for large
volumes of low level waste from

around the couniry, the cest that
DOE has been using would plum-
met,” Calabrese said.

“The DOE'e figure of approxis
mately $200 per cubic yard is a
good rate for estimating purposes.
This rate allows the government
to ship both large and amall
quantities of waste material. The
rate could be lower if larger quan-
tities of material were conunitted
by the DOE,” Rafati stated. “En-
virocare is willing, and has ex-
pressed its willingness to the
DOE, to contract a large volume
process that would result in more
favorable rates if a long term,
[arge volume commitment is
made by the DOE.”

The Town of Tonawanda has
aspproximately 350,000 cubic
yards of wagte.

“If the DOE has no substantial
constraints and the most effective
transportation method (such as
gondola closed-loop rail to Envire-
care) iz employed, Envirocare can
complets this project in less than
two years,” Rafati atated.
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