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TT may ship low-level waste

to town

j.to see if our low level wastc could
- generate enough revenue for them

By Brian Meyer
Correspondent

Critics of a plan to store thou- -

sands of tons of low-ievel
radioactive waste in the Town of

Tonawanda may have discovered. -
-"of waste located on four separate
sites. A partial clean-up is already

" a viable storage option in the state
of Washington.
The developments were an-

" nounced Friday afternoon at a-
‘meeting of the Coalition Against

Nuclear Materials in Tonawanda
(CANIT). Supervisor Carl Cala-
brese said local leaders have

learned about a tmv town in Wash-

. ington which is. actxvely lookmg to
store waste from other regions.

~ “They have an old uranium minc
" that has been closed but needs se-

" rious remediation. They would like' -

to clean up their highly radioactive
mine” Mr. Lalabrcse told the
Tonawanda NEWS'..

-The town has about 8,000 tons

under way at the Linde site where

the federal government is spend--

ing $11.3 million to demolish one
building, decontaminate two struc-
tures, then ship the waste to a
facility in Utah.. Supervisor Cala-
thinks'  the federal
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. govemmcm’s decision to move for-

‘ward. with the off-site storage

~alternative bodes well for future -
- clean-up efforts.

In prior dlscussxbns,' the US

Department of Energy has pro-
posed moving the waste to one
sprawling storage facility at a yct-
to-be-determined
Tonawanda. Faced with spirited
opposition from residents and clect-

ed leaders, federal officials agreed

last year to explore other options.
Supervisor Calabrese said until

recently, the only off-site alterna-

tive that was mentioned involved

‘the Envirocare facility in Clyde,

Utah. He said the new-found inter-
est of the facility in the state of

Washington could boost Tonawan-
- da’schances of having all the waste

shipped.
“We plan to have the represen-
tatives of the company from Ford,

_site in-

in Washington state -

Wash. visit us in April,” Mr. Calaq;

brese said. “They will take a closg

look at our situation and see if our p
waste is compaublc with their stor—

- age ability.”

He speculated that the smrage;-
costs in Washington could be Slg° y
nificantly less than the pnccsf '
quoted by the Utah facility. B

Two of the Tonawanda wasté- ‘
sites that have yet to be remediated: :
are located on the former Ashlan& g
Refinery Property. The other sxle ;
is at the Seaway Industrial Landr :
fill. The low-level radloacnve ,
waste was shipped to Tonawanda .
m the 1940s for usc in World Wap :

II cfforts to develop the wm.c_i r
bomb.” Y
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