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Cattaraugus Creek Watershed Assessment, NY  
Section 729 of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1986, as amended 

General Investigations 
 

Location   
• Cattaraugus Creek is located primarily in 

Cattaraugus, Erie, Wyoming, Allegany, and 
Chautauqua Counties, NY with a total 
drainage area of 558 square miles 

   
Project Description  
• The Initial Watershed Assessment for 

Cattaraugus Creek identified Federal and 
stakeholder interest in watershed planning 

• The primary concern identified for the 
watershed related to stream bank erosion 
and non-point source sediment and nutrient 
pollution contributing to the degradation of in 
stream and riparian habitat.  Stream bank 
erosion also threatens private and public 
property 
 

Importance   
• Watershed restoration is most effective and 

efficient when projects are formulated, 
designed and implemented in accordance 
with a strategic plan 

 
Consequences  
• Without the study the Cattaraugus Creek 

watershed stakeholders will continue to work 
in the watershed on a project by project basis 
without the benefits of a strategic watershed 
plan to reference and use to guide further 
that can be relied upon for comprehensive 
and multipurpose planning and 
implementation of sustainable solutions to 
their complex water resource problems 

 

Project Phase 
Est. Fed. 
Cost of 
Phase 

Federal 
Funding 

Thru FY14 
FY15 

Requirement 
FY15 

Budget 
FY16 

Requirement 
FY16 

Budget 

Initial Watershed 
Assessment 
(Complete) 

$102k $102k* $0k $0 $0 $0 

Final Watershed 
Assessment $200k $0 $100k $0 $200k $0 

*Funded through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Program 
 
Project Sponsor/Customer  
• Southern Tier West Regional Planning and 

Development Board 
• Cattaraugus County Soil and Water 
   Conservation District  

 
Congressional Interests 
• Representative Chris Collins R-NY-27 
• Senator Charles Schumer D-NY 
• Senator Kirsten Gillibrand D-NY 

 
 
 
 

 
Current Status  
• Initial Watershed Assessment (Complete) 
• A Final Watershed Assessment (FWA) 

would further investigate conditions in the 
watershed related to these concerns for the 
purpose of developing a strategic plan for 
watershed restoration and sustainable 
development  

 
Issues  

• Project requires funding to move 
forward 

•   



  

 

 
 

 

 
 

Project Manager:  David A. Schulenberg (716) 879-4263, david.a.schulenberg@usace.army.mil 
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