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Lake Ontario Coastal Resiliency Study 
Section 102 (a) of WRDA of 1966 

General Investigations 
 
Location    

• The study area encompasses 
approximately 250 miles of the New York 
shoreline on Lake Ontario  

 
Project Description  

• The objective of the overall study will be to 
identify actions required to strengthen and 
improve the resilience of critical coastal 
infrastructure systems consistent with the 
NYS 2100 Commission report through the 
production of a Section 905(b) 
Reconnaissance Report to investigate 
opportunities for coastal storm damage 
reduction, erosion, and ecosystem 
restoration on Lake Ontario.    In the wake 
of Superstorm Sandy, Hurricane Irene, 
and Tropical Storm Lee, numerous 
vulnerabilities have been exposed in New 
York State’s critical coastal infrastructure 
systems 

 
Importance   

• On Lake Ontario, many natural features 
that afforded some degree of protection 

have been degraded over time by human 
activities placing aging infrastructure at 
higher risk to damages from more frequent 
and severe weather patterns 

• It is estimated that 50-90% of Lake 
Ontario coastal wetlands have been 
destroyed 

• The percentage of the population that 
lives near coastal areas continues to 
increase, placing more people, assets, 
and a larger portion of the economy at risk 

• Average annual damages from coastal 
flooding and erosion issues are estimated 
at $3,600,000 

 
Consequences   

• In the absence of this study, the USACE 
will be unable to participate with a non-
Federal sponsor to determine the most 
appropriate course of action(s) that will 
reduce economic and ecological damages 
to the Lake Ontario coastal area 

 

 

Project Phase Est. Cost 
of Phase 

Federal 
Funding 

Thru FY15 
FY16 

Requirement 
FY16 

Budget 
FY17 

Requirement 
FY17 

Budget 

Feasibility $150K $0 $150K $0 $0 NA 

First $150k is at 100% Federal expense as the 905(b) Reconnaissance Analysis 
 
Project Sponsor/Customer  

• The NYSDEC is the likely project sponsor, 
however, a Letter of Intent is required. 

  
Congressional Interests 

• Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-25 
• Senator Kirsten Gillibrand D-NY 
• Senator Charles Schumer D-NY 
 
 
 

 
Current Status  

• Not funded – not initiated 
 

Issues  
•   Funding must be appropriated to this     

project for it to begin. 
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