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OTTAWA RIVER NAVIGATION – TOLEDO, OH 
Section 201 of the Flood Control Act of 1965; 

WRDA 1990 (P.L. 101-640), Section 107 
Construction General  

 
Location   

• Ottawa River Harbor is located in the 
northwest corner of OH and the 
southeast corner of MI, north of the city 
of Toledo, OH 

 
Project Description   

• The Preferred Plan proposes to dredge 
a five-foot deep access channel from 
the Toledo Harbor shipping channel to 
the mouth of the Ottawa River then 
continuing upstream to the Summit 
Street Bridge 

• Additionally, four-foot deep access 
channels would be dredged in Halfway 
Creek extending from the mouth of the 
river to the public launch site on the 
north shore and approximately 4,500 
feet in length for Hooper Run   

• Channels within MI fall outside of the 
1970 authorization and would require 
separate authorization by Congress  

• The analysis assumed that dredged 
material from the Ottawa River would be 
placed in the Island 18 Contained 
Disposal Facility  

• Feasibility phase is 100% Federal 
• Construction is cost-shared 50% 

Federal and 50% non-Federal 
• Dredged material from the Maumee 

Bay, Halfway Creek and Hooper Run 
channels will be disposed of in an 
existing open-lake disposal area located 
3.5 miles from the Toledo Harbor 

 
Importance   

• The Ottawa River is heavily used by 
recreational boaters and is adjacent to 
privately owned marinas 
  

Consequences   
• Without dredging the proposed portion 

of the river, ability to utilize the natural 
resource will be minimized  

• Marinas and other small businesses 
which will suffer economic impacts   

 

 

Project Phase Est. Fed. Cost 
of Phase 

Federal Funding 
through FY11 

FY12 
Requirement 

FY12  
Budget 

FY13 
Requirement 

FY13  
Budget 

Limited Re-
Evaluation Report 

$3,955k $455k $200k $0 $200k $0 

 
 
Project Sponsor/Customer  

• Sponsor – City of Toledo, OH    
• Customer - The City of Toledo and local 

residents of the area 
• Letter of Intent – 29 Sep 2004 

 
Congressional Interests 

• Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9 
• Senator Sherrod Brown D-OH 
• Senator Rob Portman R-OH 
• Representative George Darany D-MI-15 

• Senator Carl Levin D-MI 
• Senator Debbie Stabenow D-MI 

 
Current Status  

• Feasibility has been suspended due to 
lack of funding. 

 
Issues 

• Because the project relies on 100% 
recreational navigation benefits for 
economic justification, the Corps of 
Engineers cannot budget for this project  



  

• The proposed project is opposed by the 
Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality for environmental reasons 

•  It is not possible to dredge only the 
Ohio portions of the river without the 
portion which extends into Michigan 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Project Manager:  David Schulenberg (716) 879-4263, David.A.Schulenberg@usace.army.mil 
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