Public Notice
Applicant. Ontario County Published: July 10, 2012
Industrial Development Agency Expires: July 30, 2012

i

U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers

Buffalo District Application No: 1992-98945
CELRB-TD-R Section: NY

All written comments should reference the above Application No. and be addressed to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

(Attn:) Judy A. Robinson

7413 County House Road

Auburn, New York 13021

St e O AR .7 i . R ittt it A v o e

THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLIC NOTICE 1S TO SOLICIT COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
REGARDING THE WORK DESCRIBED BELOW. NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AS TO
WHETHER OR NOT A PERMIT WILL BE ISSUED AT THIS TIME.

Application for Permit under Authority of
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344).

APPLICANT: Ontario County Industrial Development Agency (Canandaigua Airport)

WATERWAY & LOCATION: Ephemeral and Intermittent Streams and wetlands associated with
Beaver Creek. The Canandaigua Airport is located between Thomas and Brickyard Roads. City of
Canandaigua, Ontario County. New York; Canandaigua. NY Quad.

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude North: 4291141711707
Longitude West: -77.3199359893807

EXISTING CONDITIONS: The Canandaigua Airport was originally constructed as a private airport
with a turf runway on approximately 47 acres. In 1992, the Ontario County Industrial Development
Agency (IDA) received a grant from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to purchase the airport
along with 160 acres of adjacent farmland. In 1993 the IDA began construction on the existing facility,
including Runway 13-31. Taxiway “B”, and a portion of the Aircraft Apron. In 1999, parallel Taxiway
A and Taxiway C were constructed. In 2000. the Automated Weather Observing System was installed.
[n 2002 and 2008, perimeter fencing was installed to fully enclose the airport. In 2003, the Aircrall
Apron was expanded to its current extent. In 2012. the Airport Security Office was constructed. The
facility supports six hangars, including two 10-unit T-hangars and one 12-unit T-hangar. Other existing
structures include a residential structure. a leased county building, and a former hangar with no airtield
access. The facility is operated 24 hours a day. seven days per week and is attended by Canandaigua Air
Service: there 1s no air traffic control tower.



Description of Delineated of Waters of the United States:

e The lollowing aquatic features were identified and delineated on the Airport Property and were
found to be jurisdictional waters of the United States:

Wetland E — 0.13 acre cattail dominated palustrine emergent (PEM) wetland

Wetland H — 0.38 acre Phragmites dominated PEM

Wetland I' — 1.03 acre Phragmites dominated PEM

Wetland G — 0.30 acre Phraemites dominated PEM

Northwest Drainage Ditch. including culverted portions = 7.868 linear feet

Southeast Drainage Ditch. including culverted portions = 2,175 linear feet
The excavated drainage ditches function as headwater ephemeral drainages that ultimately carry flow to
downstream waters. The ditches have not been maintained and hydric soils have developed that now
support hydric vegetation throughout.

e The following aquatic features were identified and delineated on the Pritchard property — which is
the parcel that must be acquired in order to extend the runway.

I'he teatures below were found to be jurisdictional waters of the United States

Ephemeral Stream A 544 linear [eet
Intermittent Stream C 235 linear [eet
Intermittent Stream D 172 linear feet

Wetland A - 0.40 acre cattail dominated PEM
Wetland C - 0.16 acre palustrine scrub/shrub (PSS) wetland with black willow and silky dogwood as
the dominant species.

The features below are outside Department of the Army jurisdiction and do not meet the criteria lor
jurisdictional waters of the United States according to 33 CFR Part 328.3(a)(1-7).

Ephemeral Conveyance 1 830 linear feet

Wetland B: 0.06 acre cattail dominated PEM

PROPOSED WORK: According to FAA guidelines, the Canandaigua Airport Runway 13-31 needs to
be lengthened and widened in order to accommodate light business jets that utilize the facility.
Therefore. the proposal is to widen the existing 3.200 foot runway from 75 feet to 100 feet. and to
construct a 2.500 foot x 100 foot extension. This alternative will require closing 2,600 feet of Thomas
Road and acquisition of the Pritchard property to enable the entire extension to the northwest. In
addition. an existing 2,300 foot taxiway will be widened by 335 feet to meet the new Runway 13-3
approach end to provide tull parallel taxiway capability. A large. rock-lined stormwater management
basin is located just beyond the runway salety area at the approach end of Runway 13-31. Any
extension of the runway approach would require filling the basin. The basin would be reconstructed in a
different location. Work would also require reconstruction of a drainage culvert that is located
approximately 700 feet from the runway end. This culvert carries stormwater from both sides of the
castern portion of the runway. The proposed work will permanently impact 0.772 acre of waters of the
United States consisting of Wetland A (0.10 acre), Wetland F (0.10 acre). Wetland G (0.30 acre).
Fphemeral Stream A (544 lincar feet - 0.01 acre). NW Ephemeral Swale (477 linear feet — 0.24 acre).
SE Ephemeral Swale (81 linear feet — 0.002 acre), and culverting 89 linear feet (0.02 acre) of
Intermittent Stream D. The NW and SE ephemeral swales will be reconstructed along the upgraded
Runway 13-31 and will convey drainage similar to existing conditions. In addition. regrading of the SE



Ephemeral Swale will cause temporary impact to 548 linear feet — 0.01 acre. This alternative was
determined as the preferred alternative during the development of the 2003 Master Plan Update for the
Airport.

PROJECT PURPOSE:
Basic: To provide transportation.
Overall: Upgrade airport facility to accommodate runway demands of various aircraft types.

Water Dependency Determination: The discharge of fill material into the above referenced water
bodies tor the purpose of transportation, is not a water dependent activity because it does not require
access or siting within the special aquatic sites in question to fulfill its basic purpose. Therefore.
practicable alternatives that do not involve special aquatic sites are presumed to be available, unless
clearly demonstrated otherwise.

Avoidance and Minimization Information:

Alternative 1: Extend Runway 13-31 to the southwest and northwest. This would require acquisition of
four individual parcels to the southwest and the Pritchard parcel to the northwest. This alternative
would impact approximately 1.09 acres of wetlands, culverting of 89 linear feet ol intermittent stream,
relocation of 1,908 linear feet of ephemeral swale, and relocation of 544 linear feet of ephemeral stream.
[t was determined that little benefit would be gained with this proposal because of the required land
acquisitions and the amount of impacted waters of the United States.

Alternative 2: Preferred Alternative described above in “Proposed Work.™

Alternative 3: Construct a new Primary Runway (7-25) and designate the subject Runway 13-31 as the
Crosswind Runway. This alternative would provide for a new 5.500 foot x 100 foot runway and utilize
existing Runway 13-31 as a crosswind runway. This would involve the acquisition ol nine parcels.
several residential homes. a residential home on the airport property. demolition of the existing Mercy
Flight Air Ambulance Complex, and the Technical Resolutions Corporation. This alternative would
impact approximately 1.71 acres of wetlands on the airport property and would require wetland
investigation on the other referenced parcels and properties. Given the amount of potential wetland
impacts. impact to the surrounding community. and construction costs. this alternative was not chosen.

Proposed Mitigation: To compensate for the loss of 0.5 acre of wetlands and 544 linear feet (0.01
acre) of ephemeral stream channel. the applicant proposes the purchase and preservation of an
approximately 19.1-acre parcel located within the Canandaigua Lake watershed at 3735 Middle
Cheshire Road. Canandaigua. Ontario County, New York. The FAA has provided a grant to the
Ontario County IDA to purchase the parcel outright with a deed transfer to the Town of Canandaigua.
A secondary third-party conservation casement will be held by the Finger Lakes Land Trust. The
purchase, transfer of land. and monitoring requirements will be facilitated by the Upper Susquchanna
Coalition. The area is within a 2,367 acre subwatershed identified as Tichenor Gully. In the past. the
mitigation parcel was drain-tiled for agriculture, which was discontinued in the 1970’s. Currently. the
parcel contains approximately 8 acres of early successional uplands. 1.6 acres of mixed forest cover.
5.1 acres emergent wetland and 4.4 acres of forested and scrub/shrub wetland areas. Restoration
activities to compensate for the 0.501 acre of proposed fill include enlargement of the existing wetland
footprint into the upland area. resulting in 0.5 acre of emergent wetland and 0.10 acre of forested arcas
through planting efforts.



Flow from the wetland complex flows downbhill. directly into Canandaigua Lake. The parcel is
valuable in terms of storm water attenuation, nutrient removal and open space bulffer in an area
surrounded by residential subdivisions. Restoration activities will target water quality and flow-
altering functions to provide a last treatment opportunity before flow enters Canandaigua Lake. which
is a Class A drinking water supply. The area has been identified as a high priority protection parcel by
both the City and Town of Canandaigua, Canandaigua Lake Watershed Council. and Finger Lakes
Land Trust.

Location and details of the above described work are shown on the attached maps and drawings.

Comments or questions pertaining to the work described in this notice should be reference the
Application Number and be directed to the attention of Judy Rebinson who can be contacted at the
above address. by calling (315) 704-0255. or by e-mail at: judy.a.robinson(@ usace.army.mil.
A lack of response will be interpreted as meaning that there is no objection to the work as proposed.

The following authorization is required for this project:

Water Quality Certification (or waiver thereof) from the New York State Department of’ Environmental
Conservation.

As the FAA is the lead federal agency for this project. it is their responsibility to coordinate with the
State Historic Preservation Office to determine if there are properties listed in, or properties eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places that may be affected by this project. The USACE will
not issue a permit for this project until compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act has been documented. The New York State Office of Parks. Recreation. and Historic
Preservation is reviewing this project under File No. 02PR0OS644.

Available evidence indicates that the proposed work will not aflect a species proposed or designated by
the U.S. Department of the Interior as threatened or endangered. or will it affect the critical habitat of
any such species. There are no species listed as protected pursuant to the Endangered Species Act
located within this area of Ontario County. New York. and thercfore the Corps is not consulting beyond
this Public Notice with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

I'his notice is promulgated in accordance with Title 33, Code of Federal Regulations, parts 320-350. Any interested party
desiring to comment on the work described herein may do so by submitting their comments. in writing, so that they are
received no later than 4:30 pm on the expiration date of this notice.

Comments submitted in response to this notice will be fully considered during the public interest review for this permit
application. All written comments will be made a part of the administrative record which is available to the public under the
Freedom of Information Act. The Administrative Record, or portions thereof, may also be posted on a Corps of Engineers
internet web site. Due to resource limitations, this office will normally not acknowledge the receipt of comments or respond
to individual letters of comment

Any individual may request a public hearing by submitting their written request. stating the specitic reasons for holding a
hearing, in the same manner and time period as other comments.

Public hearings for the purposes of the Corps permit program will be held when the District Commander determines he can
obtain additional information. not available in written comments. that will aid him in the decision making process for this
application. A Corps hearing is not a source of information for the general public. nor a forum for the resolution of issues or



conflicting points of view (witnesses are not sworn and cross examination is prohibited). Hearings will not be held to obtain
information on issues unrelated to the work requiring a permit, such as property ownership, neighbor disputes, or the
behavior or actions of the public or applicant on upland property not regulated by the Department of the A rmy. Information
obtained from a public hearing is given no greater weight than that obtained from written comments. Therelore. vou should
not fail to make timely written comments because a hearing might be held.

I'he decision to approve or deny this permit request will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact. including
cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both
protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the
proposal must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal
will be considered including the cumulative effects thereot: among these are conservation. economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns. wetlands, historic properties. fish and wildlife values, flood hazards. flood plain values, land use.
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety.
food and fiber production. mineral needs. considerations of property ownership, and in general, the needs and welfare of the
people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public: Federal. state and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes:
and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received
will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue. modity, condition or deny a permit for this
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species. historic properties, water
quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the
preparation of an Environmental Assessment and:or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and o determine the overall
public interest of the proposed activity.

SIGNED

Diane C. Kozlowski
Chiel. Regulatory Branch

NOTICE TO POSTMASTER: It is requested that this notice be posted continuously and conspicuously
for 20 days from the date of issuance.
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