


























































1Glossary of survey terms: 

Scoping Survey (SS): If the data collected during the hIstorical site assessment (HSA) indicate an area is impacted, a 
scoping survey could be performed. Scoping surveys provide site-specific information based on limited 
measurements. If the scoping survey locates contamination, a characterization survey (CS) is typically performed. For 
a scoping survey of a contaminated surface a reference grid system is not required. 

Characterization Survey (CS): A characterization survey is planned based on the HSA and scoping survey results. It is 
the most comprehensive of all survey types and generates the most data that determines the nature and extent of the 
contamination. This includes preparing a reference grid, systematic as well as judgement measurements and surveys 
of different media (e.g., surface soils, interior and exterior surfaces of buildings). 

Remedial-action support Survey (RS): A remedial action support survey is performed while remediation 
(decontamination) is being conducted and guides the cleanup in a real-time mode. It determines when a site or survey 
unit is ready for the final status survey. 

Final status I Post-remedial action Survey (PS): The post-remedial action survey is used to demonstrate compliance 
with regulations (e.g. applicable residual radioactivity guidelines). Data collected during SS, CS and RS can provide 
valuable information for planning a PS provided they are of sufficient quality. Professional judgement and biased 
sampling can be used in deSigning a PS plan. However, where applicable a more systematic approach to sampling 
may be used. 

Regulatory agency confirmation and verification I Quality Assurance (QAl survey: This includes collection of some 
actual measurements by the responsible regulatory agency or an impartial party, but much of the work required for 
confirmation and verification will involve evaluation and review of documentation and data from various survey 
activities. The evaluation may include site visits to observe survey and measurement procedures or split sample 
analyses by the regulatory agency's laboratory. 

lThe description of each survey activity is adapted from "Multi-agency radiation survey and site investigation manual 
(MARSSIM)-Fina/"; NUREG-1575, EPA 402-R-97-016, December 1997. 
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