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February 2006
FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Great Lakes Fisheries and Ecosystem Restoration (GLFER) Program, Section 506 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000.
Location:  The Great Lakes, including the connecting channels, historically connected tributaries, and basins of the five Great Lakes, Lake St. Clair, and the St. Lawrence River to the 45th parallel of latitude.  
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Project Description:  Congress has found that the Great Lakes comprise a nationally and internationally significant fishery and ecosystem, one that should be developed and enhanced in a coordinated manner.  This program enables the Corps to utilize its planning, design, and construction expertise for projects to restore the Great Lakes fishery and ecosystem.  Development of a support plan to define how the program will be implemented involved cooperation with basin-wide representatives from natural resource agencies and tribal authorities.  A wide range of environmental projects could be executed under this program, including riparian habitat and wetland restoration, dam removal to reestablish free flowing tributaries, construction of fish passage over exiting structures, improving spawning and nursery habitat, erosion and sedimentation control, and construction of facilities to preserve historic fish stocks.  Basin-wide, fishery and natural resource interests have a strong interest in this program to help eliminate and control non-indigenous species introductions, a major threat to the Great Lakes ecosystem.  The Great Lakes Fishery Commission is sponsor for support/implementation plan development, and State/local agencies, as well as non-profit organizations, are eligible to sponsor individual projects.  

Appropriation Category:  Construction General.

Funding:  Costs for the development of the Support Plan and for planning, design, and construction of projects are cost shared 65% Federal and 35% non-Federal.  Non-Federal interests can receive credit for the value of lands, easements, rights-of-ways, relocations, and dredge material disposal areas need for construction.  Non-Federal interests are responsible for the operation, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, and replacement of projects.  Federal appropriations in the amounts of $300,000 for the Support Plan and $100,000,000 for the planning, design, construction, and evaluation of specific restoration projects are authorized.





           Total

Federal

Non-Federal

Funds allocated prior to FY06 (Support Plan)$  474,400            $  312,400             
$ 162,000

Funds allocated prior to FY06 (Projects)      
$  531,000
$  531,000
$            0

Funds allocated in FY06 (Projects)        
$  371,000            $  371,000             
$            0

FY07 Budget                                                  $        TBD            $        TBD             
$       TBD

Funds that could be used in FY07                
$        TBD*          
$        TBD*            
$       TBD*
* Program will entail implementation of multiple projects throughout the Great Lakes basin

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Great Lakes Fishery Commission is sponsor for Support/Implementation Plan development.  State and local agencies and non-profit organizations are eligible to sponsor individual projects.
Congressional Interests:  All Great Lakes Congressmen and Senators.
Current Status:  The Support Plan is currently being reviewed at USACE Headquarters and the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works for final approval.  Preliminary coordination with potential project sponsors has been initiated and will continue concurrent with Support Plan approval.  FY06 Funds will be used to initiate/continue individual projects.
Issues:  None. 

Program Manager: David Wright (313) 226-7495, Detroit District 
Buffalo District POC:  Michael Greer (716) 879-4229

Current Projects:

	Project
	Description
	Project Review Committee Status

	Boardman River Dams, Traverse City, MI
	Potential removal of up to 4 dams to reestablish free flowing river
	High Priority

	Red Mill Pond, IN
	Remove dam to improve stream habitat
	High priority

	Cattaraugus Creek, NY
	Construct Fish passage at existing dam
	High priority

	Chautauqua Creek, NY
	Create Fish Passage at  an existing dam
	Priority

	MN & WI-Sturgeon Spawning Habitat- St Louis River
	Improve Spawning habitat (part of an ongoing effort to reestablish spawning populations in the River)
	Pending review

	Frankenmuth Dam Fish Passage, MI
	Construct passage at a dam currently limiting upstream walleye and sturgeon distribution
	High Priority

	Ford Estate Dam, Rouge River, MI
	Construct passage at a dam currently limiting fisheries rehabilitation
	High Priority

	St. Marys River Habitat Restoration, MI
	Re-establish connection between river and adjacent basins isolated by past navigation improvement projects
	High priority

	Northerly Island, Chicago, IL
	Create fish and wildlife habitat along Chicago waterfront
	Pending review

	Waukegon River/Harbor, IL
	Fish Habitat Improvement
	Pending review

	Ballville Dam, Fremont, OH
	Fish passage on Lake Erie Tributary
	High priority

	Dowagiac River, MI
	Channel habitat rehabilitation
	Priority
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