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                                              FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Cattaraugus Creek, Springville, NY – Section 506 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2000, Great Lakes Fisheries and Ecosystem Restoration (GLFER)

Location:  Cattaraugus Creek has a drainage area of approximately 280 square miles and includes portions of Erie, Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and Wyoming Counties before it drains into Lake Erie.  Currently, the Springville Dam, which is also referred to as the Scobey Hill Dam, blocks the passage of steelhead trout and other fisheries to the upstream areas of the creek.  The village of Springville, where the dam is located, is approximately 30 miles south of the city of Buffalo, Erie County, NY.

Project Description:  Steelhead trout cannot pass through the Springville (Scobey Hill) Dam, a 40-foot high and 338-foot long structure, which originally functioned as a power generating facility.  Since the dam is no longer being used as a power generating facility, there is a desire by resource agencies to enable steelhead trout from Lake Erie to pass to the upstream reaches and tributaries of Cattaraugus Creek. The feasibility phase will provide background studies would evaluate the economic and environmental benefits associated with the development of a fish passage system at the dam. 

Importance:  The Springville Dam currently blocks the upstream migration of steelhead trout and other species to Cattaraugus Creek, which offers ideal habitat for spawning.  By modifying the dam, steelhead trout and the other species will be able to reach the upper 34 miles of Cattaraugus Creek. This in turn will offer anglers greater fishing opportunities for steelhead and other native species.
Consequence:  Without studying the benefits and costs associated with the modification of the Springville Dam, the Corps of Engineers and other resources agencies will not know the environmental benefits, costs and impacts which could have been obtained with modifying the dam. 
Total Estimated Cost: Implementation costs for a fish passage system and a sea lamprey assessment trap have been estimated to be $4,055,000.  This alternative and others will be further evaluated during the next phase of study. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)

Congressional Interests:

Representative Brian Higgins D-NY-27

Representative Randy Kuhl R-NY-29

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  The Feasibility Study was initiated in FY07 after approval of the Preliminary Restoration Plan was received in April 2007.  Meetings with the local sponsor and stakeholders occurred in July 2007. The Corps is currently preparing the Feasibility phase estimate.   Other planned work efforts for FY07 include sediment sampling, surveying and a public information meeting. 
Issues: Future funding is not guaranteed unless a Congressional Ad is placed in the FY 08 Appropriations Act.
Point of Contact: Laura V. Ortiz (716)879-4407 

laura.v.ortiz@usace.army.mil 
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