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WATERSHED STUDIES

Congressionally Authorized

The USACE Watershed Perspective: Within recent years the Corps of Engineers has defined and developed a “Watershed Perspective” to be used in all Civil Work Programs.  In particular, the watershed perspective is used in the planning of new projects and the investigation of water resources problems.  There is a growing recognition that “locally perceived water resources problems” have regional dimensions and are of concern to numerous, diverse interest groups.  Many activities occurring in a watershed are inter-related.  Therefore, managing water resources has evolved into more of a holistic, collaborative effort.  The Corps of Engineers watershed perspective accommodates the multi-objective, multi-purpose planning and investigations necessary for addressing these concerns.  The Corps Civil Works watershed perspective includes:
· Use of water resources in a manner that is sustainable, taking into account environmental protection, economic development, and social well-being.

· Coordinating planning and management of water and related land resources by the responsible Federal, tribal, state or local government.

· Interagency cooperation, including cost-shared collaboration on initiatives that incorporate local, tribal, regional, and national water resources management goals.

· Consideration of adaptive management of resources in the watershed.
· Leveraging resources and integrating programs and activities within and among Civil Works programs and with other Federal, tribal, state and non-governmental organizations to improve consistency and cost effectiveness.

· Identification of future water resource use demands, including local, tribal, regional and national goals.

· Use of interdisciplinary teams to include a wide range of engineering and scientific expertise, as well as skills in public involvement, geographic information systems, alternative dispute resolution and other skills.
· Public input to watershed resources development and management.

· Evaluation of the monetary and non-monetary trade-offs to be considered.

Watershed Studies:  USACE Watershed Studies are planning initiatives that have a multi-purpose and multi-objective scope and that accommodate flexibility in the formulation and evaluation process.  The outcome of a watershed study will generally be a watershed management plan, which identifies the combination of recommended actions to be undertaken by various partners and stakeholders in order to achieve the needs and opportunities identified in the study and may or may not identify further Corps studies or implementation projects.
Watershed Study Authorizations:  USACE Watershed Studies can be authorized in a number of ways as described below.

· A specific river basin can be authorized for a watershed study in a Water Resources Development Act (WRDA).

· U.S. House Resolutions by the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
· U.S. Senate Resolutions by the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
· Section 729 of WRDA of 1986, as amended by Section 202 of WRDA of 2000 authorized the USACE to conduct specific watershed studies and named priority watersheds for such studies.
Watershed Study Funding:  Federal funds for watershed studies, no matter how authorized, have to be specifically appropriated in an annual Energy and Water Resources Development Appropriations Act.

Watershed Study Cost-Sharing:  In general, the first stage of a watershed study (Reconnaissance Study) is 100% fully Federally funded.  The basic purpose of the reconnaissance study is to identify water resource problems and opportunities and determine if there is a non-Federal sponsor(s) willing to cost-share the next stage called the Feasibility Study.  The Feasibility study will result in a detailed Watershed Management Plan.  The Feasibility study is usually cost-shared 50% Federal and 50% non-Federal with the non-Federal share in cash and/or work-in-kind.

How to Request Assistance: Initial requests for assistance should be made to a local District Office of the Corps of Engineers. 

For Further Information, Contact:

Phil Berkeley, Planning Services Team Leader, Buffalo District, 716-879-4145.

