DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
1776 NIAGARA STREET
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

July 30, 1998
Regul at ory Branch

SUBJECT: Departnment of the Arny Application No. 97-320-
0003(1),
FERC Docket Nunber CP98-150-000

M. David P. Boergers, Acting Secretary
Federal Energy Regul atory Comm ssion
888 First Street N.E., Room 1A
Washi ngt on, DC 20426

Dear M. Boergers:

This is in reference to a Notice of Intent to Prepare an
Envi ronment al | npact Statenment for the MIIennium Pipeline
Proj ect, Docket Number CP98-150-000, dated February 27, 1998.
The proposed project involves the construction, acquisition,
and operation of approximately 440 mles of a natural gas
pi peline systemin the States of Pennsylvania and New York
The pipeline is proposed to be interconnected at the United
St at es/ Canada border in Lake Erie and woul d then connect with
a pipe that extends fromErie County, Pennsylvania through
Chaut auqua, Cattaraugus, Allegany, Steuben, Chemung, Ti oga,
Broonme, Del aware, Sullivan, Orange, Westchester, and Rockl and
Counties, New York. Additionally, the proposed project
i ncludes the construction and/ or acquisition of sonme spurs to
the main pipeline into Westchester County, New York and Pike
County, Pennsylvania. The proposed pipeline will cross
mul ti pl e wat erways regul ated by the U S. Army Corps of
Engi neers under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1899 and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

The follow ng coments provide technical assistance only
for the devel opnent of the Environmental |npact Statenent and
do not constitute the review or comments of the Departnment of
the Arnmy on any forthcom ng Environnmental |npact Statenent.
These comments do not preclude separate eval uation by the
Departnment of the Army which will be necessary under Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 and Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act. The project sponsor or their authorized
agent nust receive witten Department of the Arny
aut horization prior to the installation of the proposed
pi pel i ne.
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The U.S. Arny Corps of Engi neers recommends that the
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent discuss all tenporary and
per manent i npacts to aquatic resources that could occur as a
result of the construction of the pipeline through nultiple
waters of the United States, including freshwater wetlands. To
m nimal |y address potential inpacts to aquatic resources,
i ncluding freshwater wetl ands, the Environnmental |npact
St at ement shoul d i ncl ude:

1. a delineation of all waters of the United States using
est abl i shed protocol contained within the "1987 Corps of

Engi neers Wetl and Del i neati on Manual Technical Report Y-87-1"
within the route of the proposed pipeline.

2. an eval uation and description of all intermttent and
perennial tributaries, streans, creeks, and rivers proposed to
be crossed including classification, width, bottom substrate,
and potential inpacts to riffle and pool conpl exes or other
special aquatic sites associated with riparian crossings such
as adj acent wetl ands.

3. an eval uation and description of all tenporary and

per manent inpacts to freshwater wetl ands associated with the
pi peline installation and right-of-way clearing, including the
i npacts to different wetland systens such as forested,
enmergent, and scrub shrub.

4. an eval uation and description of all tenporary and
per manent inpacts to aquatic resources associated with access
roads and staging areas.

5. a di scussion of the proposed nethodol ogy for the Lake
Erie crossing including post construction pipeline depths
related to International G eat Lakes Datum (1 GLD) 1985.

6. a di scussion of any potential direct or indirect effects
to Federally |listed endangered or threatened species as a
result of the pipeline installation.

7. an Environmental Managenent and Constructi on Pl an (EMCP)
i ncl udi ng proposed net hodol ogies utilized for all stream and
wet | and crossings and restoration techni ques after
construction.
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8. an assessnent of alternative routes that may reduce
i npacts to aquatic resources.

| hope these comments are useful in your devel opnent of
the proposed EIS. Questions pertaining to this matter shoul d
be directed to me at (716) 879-4229, by witing to the
foll owing address: U.S. Arny Corps of Engineers, 1776 Ni agara
Street, Buffalo, New York 14207-3199, or by e-mail at:

Janmes. P. Pul | ano@isace. army. m |

Si ncerely,

Janmes P. Pull ano
Bi ol ogi st, USACOE



