DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
1776 NIAGARA STREET
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14207-3199

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

January 28, 1999
Regul at ory Branch

SUBJECT: Departnment of the Arny Application No. 97-320-
0003( 1)
FERC Docket # CP98-150-00

Ms. Jenni fer Goggins

Federal Energy Regul atory Comm ssion
888 First Street N.E., Room 1A

Washi ngton, District of Colunmbia 20426

Dear Ms. Goggi ns:

This is in reference to the Prelimnary Draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenment (PDEIS) for the MI I ennium
Pi peline which is proposed to be located in the States of New
Yor k and Pennsylvania with an interconnection at the United
St at es/ Canada border in Lake Erie, FERC Docket # CP98-150-000.

The follow ng coments are provided for the devel opnment
of the Draft Environmental |npact Statenment (DEIS). These
comments do not preclude separate eval uation by the Departnent
of the Arny which will be necessary under Section 10 of the
Ri vers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

The U.S. Arny Corps of Engi neers recomends that the DEIS
di scuss all tenporary and pernmanent inpacts to aquatic
resources that could occur as a result of the pipeline
crossing multiple waters of the United States, including
wetl ands. To mnimlly address potential inpacts to aquatic
resources the DEIS shoul d include:

1. U S GS. Quadrangle maps depicting the proposed pipeline
alignnment and all waters of the United States which will be
crossed. Appendi x Bl depicts the pipeline alignment on
guadrangl e maps wi thout reference to waters which will be
traversed. All wetlands, tributaries, streans, creeks, and
rivers should be marked on the quadrangle maps with a "circle”
and referenced to the stream and wetl and tables in Appendix F
and G

2. Page 3-5 of the PDEIS briefly discusses the Ni agara River

Al ternative. Based on the description of the advantages and

di sadvant ages di scussed it woul d appear that this alternative

needs to be nore fully devel oped. The PDEIS indicates that the



Ni agara River Alternative will be within existing right-of-way
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for 100% of its length, but would elimnate one business from
service. Additionally, it would not require a Lake Erie
crossing. Would this alternative avoid new right-of - way
construction wi thin Chautauqua, Cattaraugus and All egany
Counties? Additionally, would this alternative avoid uni que
sensitive areas in Chautauqua County? The DEIS shoul d expl ore
the Niagara River Alternative and address the environnent al
advant ages and di sadvantages of this alternative in
substantially nore detail

3. Page 2-4 (Section 2.2) requires a revision as to the
| ength of existing and new pipeline right-of-way.

4. The DEIS should include a table categorizing areas al ong
t he proposed right-of-way consisting of new right-of-way,
exi sting right-of-way, and sections where the existing right-

of -way wi |l be wi dened. These areas can be referenced by
station nunmber. The table will be useful in quantifying
i npacts to waters of the United States and will facilitate

regul atory focus to areas that have not previously been
di st ur bed.

5. On Page 4-22, the PDEIS di scusses Endangered and

Thr eat ened Species and indicates in several sections that the
FWS has not recommended surveys for threatened or endangered
species. It should be noted that during the Departnment of the
Arnmy individual permt review period (after a Public Notice is
publ i shed) the FWS may request surveys or habitat assessnents.
It is probable that surveys have not yet been recomended
because the FWS and NMFS do not have specific |ocalized
alignment information to determ ne whether surveys are
war r ant ed.

6. Page 5-18 addresses Major Waterway Crossings. In this
section several waterways were not considered feasible for
directional drilling because of associated costs, including
the Genesee River. If open trenching is the proposed nethod
for crossing the Genesee River, then the DEIS should include
detail ed drawi ngs and a work description addressing the
remedi ation of the flood control bermalong this section of
t he Genesee River. The Corps of Engi neers concurs with the
PDEI S recomendation that M Il enniumdirectionally drill the
Genesee River.



7. The DEIS should conpare estimated costs associated with
open trenching and directionally drilling all najor waterways
not di scounted due to geol ogy.
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8. The DEIS should include an evaluation of alternative
dredgi ng techni ques and crossing locations that M I I ennium has
determ ned not to be feasible for the Hudson River crossing.

9. The DEIS should address the feasibility of directionally
drilling all state regul ated wetl ands and streans.

10. The DEI S shoul d address situations in which existing

oi |l /gas production well collection and distribution pipelines
may be encountered along the proposed pipeline alignnment,

i ncl udi ng exposed pi peline segnents at stream crossings. The
di scussi on should include maps depicting the |ocation of any
known facilities and a contingency plan to protect aquatic and
terrestrial resources in the event of a disturbance to these
structures.

11. The DEIS shoul d address potential ice scour in Lake Erie
and reference supporting docunentation used to support a
concl usi on.

| hope these comments are useful in your devel opnent of
the Environnmental |npact Statenent and | | ook forward to
reviewing the DEIS when it is avail able. Questions pertaining
to this matter should be directed to ne at (716) 879-4229, by
witing to the follow ng address: U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, 1776 Ni agara Street, Buffalo, New York 14207-3199,
or by e-mail at: Janmes. P. Pul | ano@isace. army. m |

Si ncerely,

Janmes P. Pull ano
Bi ol ogi st, USACOE
Buffalo District



