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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Toussaint River, Oak Harbor, OH

Location: The Toussaint River area is located approximately eight miles west of Port Clinton, OH, and provides access to Lake Erie’s prime sport fishing region.

Project Description: The Toussaint River presents two major challenges – maintaining the Federal navigation channel and managing ordnance-laden sediments generated by the Erie Army Depot from 1918 to1967.  The Corps of Engineers, Lakes and River Division, is addressing these challenges through six ongoing studies and activities in the Toussaint River area.  The projects include: 1) the maintenance dredging project for the Toussaint River Federal Navigation Project; 2) a deferred Section 107 Navigation Study that will determine if the Federal navigation project needs to be revised; 3) a Beach Monitoring Plan to address ordnance that washes ashore; 4) the Toussaint River Ordnance Removal Project, completed in August 2002, and developed from the recommendations of the Toussaint River Ordnance Mitigation Study (completed in June 2000); 5) a two-year Ordnance Migration Study completed in Fall 2003; and 6) the public outreach program that updates the local residents, stakeholders and elected officials of all developments regarding Toussaint River issues.

Appropriation Category: Operations and Maintenance, Defense Environment Restoration Program-Formerly Used Defense Sites (DERP-FUDS)

Total Estimated Cost:  The total Federal cost for dredging and maintaining the Federal navigation channel in 2004 is approximately $213,500 (O&M funds).  Dredging is cost shared with the project sponsor and the non-Federal share is $83,000 for 2004. The cost for managing unexploded ordnance in the project area for 2004 is $158,600 (DERP-FUDS funds).  Ordnance related activities are funded 100% Federal and are not cost shared with the project sponsor.  The deferred Section 107 Feasibility Study is estimated at $462,000 (Continuing Authority Project funds) and requires $181,000 in non-Federal funds. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Project customers include Carroll Township, other local government agencies and elected officials, and congressional representatives.  Stakeholders include commercial and recreational boating and fishing interests, local residents, and local and state government and non-government organizations.
Congressional Interests:

Representative Marcy Kaptur D-09

Senator Michael DeWine R-OH

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Current Status:  1) Maintenance dredging was completed in March 2004. Approximately 24,000 cubic yards of material were dredged.  The channel is dredged approximately every three years, pending availability of Federal and non-Federal funds.  2) The new Section 107 study to investigate alternatives to reduce sedimentation and the frequency of dredging in the Federal channel remains deferred pending $181,000 in non-Federal matching funds by Carroll Township.  3) The Beach Monitoring Plan remains in effect with the Buffalo District's Toledo Area Office, in coordination with the Louisville District and Huntsville District, surveilling the Toussaint River area for ordnance from March through September.  4) The Ordnance Removal Action was completed in August 2002, with a total of 3,185 ordnance items removed and over 40,000 pounds of ordnance scrap recovered and recycled.  Less than 1% of the ordnance items recovered were determined to be live ordnance.  5) The ordnance migration study began in Fall 2001 and was completed in Fall 2003.  6) As necessary, public outreach continues to provide information to the local sponsor and marina owners in the Toussaint River area.  Fact sheets are prepared to update all parties interested in the Toussaint projects.
Issues:  The Buffalo District continues to investigate alternatives with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources to reduce the frequency of dredging in the Toussaint River.   

Project Manager:  Sophie Fitek Baj, (716) 879-4271
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