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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Buffalo Harbor, NY

Location:  Buffalo Harbor is located on eastern shore of Lake Erie at the mouth of the Niagara River, in Erie County, NY.

Project Description: 

· The Buffalo Harbor is a deep-draft commercial/recreational harbor.  Construction of the harbor (with subsequent modifications) was authorized by various legislative acts between 1826 and 1988.  The harbor is 4.5 miles long and 1,600 feet wide, formed by breakwaters that total over 24,500 feet in length.  The harbor runs parallel to the lakeshore extending from Stony Point to the head of the Niagara River, with entrances near the north and south ends.  The authorized Federal channel depths range between 28 feet and 23 feet.

· Based on the Year 2001 data for tonnage of material shipped from, or received at the port, the Buffalo harbor is ranked 140th in the nation.  The harbor handled 1,214,569 tons of material in 2001 (36% of the total tonnage was foreign imports and exports).  

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Congressional Interests:

Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Active USACE Buffalo Harbor Activities:

· Dredging Program:  The USACE contracts dredging projects at the harbor approximately every two years.  The program routinely removes an average of 140,000 cubic yards of sediment per event.  The dredged material is disposed in a confined disposal facility (CDF #4).  An FY03 dredging contract is scheduled to continue in FY04.

· Project Condition Surveys:  USACE survey boats routinely document water depths and shoaling within the Federal channel.  The harbor survey documentation is made available for use by local industries and the general public. Project Condition Surveys are scheduled in FY04.

· Breakwater Maintenance:  The USACE maintains the breakwater system through both contract and in-house labor.  Contractors are generally used to construct rubble-mound breakwaters.  The more labor-intensive laid-up breakwater walls are rebuilt using USACE vessels and labor.  Breakwater maintenance is scheduled in FY04 for CDF #4. 

· Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) Management:  The USACE constructs, operates, and maintains CDFs that are used to store contaminated dredge sediments.  The most recently constructed facility (CDF #4) provided a storage capacity of 6,900,000 cubic yards of sediment at a cost of $15,400,000.  These facilities are normally turned over to local sponsors for redevelopment after they are filled to capacity.  The Times Beach CDF, built in 1972; and the Buffalo Small Boat Harbor CDF, built in 1968, have been turned over for non-Federal use.  CDF#4 is still in use.  

