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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Ashtabula River Environmental Dredging, Ohio  - Operations and Maintenance, and Section 312 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended.

Location:  The project is located in the City of Ashtabula, in the lower two miles of the Ashtabula River.

Project Description:  Sediments in the Ashtabula River are unsuitable for open water disposal due to contamination by organic and inorganic compounds from industrial and urban development.  Remediation of Fields Brook, a tributary to the river, and the major source of the contamination, was completed in December 2002.  An estimated total of 696,000 cubic yards of sediment will be removed from within and adjacent to the navigation channel, and from navigable waters, under the authorities of Operations and Maintenance, and Section 312 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990 (WRDA 90).  Approximately 150,000 cubic yards of the sediment will require disposal in a landfill permitted under the Toxic Substances Control Act.

Appropriation Category:  General Investigation, Construction General and Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The total cost of the project is estimated to be $38.9 million at October 2002 price levels.

Project Sponsor:  The non-Federal Local Sponsor is the Ashtabula (City) Port Authority.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Steven LaTourette R-OH-14

Senator Michael DeWine R-OH

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Current Status:
a. Feasibility:  The Comprehensive Management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement (CMP/EIS) was transmitted on 28 October 2002, from the Great Lakes and Ohio River Division Office, to the Headquarters USACE for policy review, approval, and subsequent signing of the Record of Decision by the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works).

b. Design:  The Pre-construction, Engineering and Design (PED) phase began in Dec 2001 with the Execution of a Design Agreement by the ARP and the Buffalo District Commander.  As of February 2003, this work is approximately 30% complete.  It is anticipated that the sediment investigation and analysis necessary for the Water Quality Certification, and the conceptual design of the transfer and dewatering facilities, will be completed by the end of FY03. 

c. Construction:  Although the non-Federal local sponsor, the Ashtabula City Port Authority, desires construction of the project to begin in the summer of 2004, the funding level in the President’s budget is not sufficient to allow PED completion in 2004.  Construction is anticipated to require portions of four construction seasons.

Issues:  The FY 03 Omnibus Appropriation Bill contained $500,000 for the Ashtabula River Environmental Dredging Project.  The President’s Budget had included $160,000.  Additionally, language was provided in the Omnibus Appropriation Bill to allow the non-Federal sponsor credit toward the non-Federal share of the cost of the preconstruction engineering and design work performed in-kind after the date of execution of the design agreement.  We are currently working cooperatively with the non-Federal sponsor to determine the most efficient and appropriate way to advance the project given the additional funding and “in-kind” services authority.

Project Manager:  Jerry M. Ptak (716) 879-4233.
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The Ashtabula River (2002)


Looking northwest, toward the mouth.








