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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Times Beach, Buffalo, NY – Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended 

Location:  The project area is located in the city of Buffalo, NY directly south of the Buffalo River Entrance Channel and U.S. Coast Guard facilities. 

Project Description:  The preliminary planning for this study recommended restoration of approximately 30 acres of the 50-acre Confined Disposal Facility (CDF) along Lake Erie.  Features for the restoration of the wetland area of the CDF included the installation of a geo-synthetic liner and the re-establishment of native vegetation.  

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost is estimated to be $5.5 million, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $4.125 million (75%) and the non-Federal share of $1.375 million (25%).

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Erie County, NY has recently agreed to serve as the non-Federal sponsor for the Section 1135 Project.  The city of Buffalo and Erie County, NY are the primary customers for this project.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  The Feasibility Study was initiated in January 2001 and deferred for a period to accommodate the project sponsor’s concerns regarding public access.  The Project Delivery Team has developed restoration measures and is currently formulating alternative plans, however, the study may be halted due to availability of funds.  Completion of the Feasibility Study and draft Detailed Project Report (DPR) is scheduled for September 2004 pending available funding.  

Issues:  There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were  $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.  In addition, Erie County has finalized plans for all aspects of public access and plans to build public access facilities in advance of approval of the environmental restoration project.  The existing Section 1135 Authority does not allow for crediting of advance non-Federal construction costs.  Erie County will seek specific Federal legislation allowing crediting of non-Federal costs associated with the advanced construction of access facilities. 

Project Manager:  Michael J. Greer (716) 879-4229







