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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Black River Area of Concern (AOC), OH, Agreement 1 – Section 401 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended (Great Lakes Remedial Action Plans [RAP]). 

Location:  The Black River AOC encompasses the entire 467 square kilometer watershed in north central Ohio.  

Project Description:  The problems associated with land use and non-point source pollution are exhibiting increasingly pronounced impacts on the water quality of the Black River.  These problems have a direct and cumulative impact on each of the ten Beneficial Use Impairments identified in the AOC.  This Black River RAP study is a cooperative effort by the Corps of Engineers, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, and the Lorain County General Health District.  The first part of the study is the non-Federal sponsors investigation of pollutant loadings of nutrients and bacteria from failed and failing home sewage disposal systems.  This investigation will provide decision-making tools to stakeholders that will promote county wide environmental stewardship. In the second part of the study the Corps is identifying areas of severe sedimentation and non-point source pollution in the watershed, and making recommendations on restoration priorities that will include conceptual plans.  The Corps efforts include an inventory study of the rapidly developing French Creek, a sub-watershed of the Black River in Lorain County, and the identification of and unknown source of pollution in the French Creek sub-watershed.

Appropriation Category:  General Investigations

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $285,710. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Lorain County General Health District is the primary sponsor and customer for this study.  Additionally, the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency is a major stakeholder.
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Congressional Interests:
Representative Sherrod Brown D-OH-13

Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

Representative Ralph Regula R-OH16

Representative Paul E. Gillmor R-OH-5

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH
Current Status:
The Section 401 Agreement

was signed and executed in March 2002. 

The study is currently scheduled to conclude

in February 2004. 

Issues:  None at this time.

Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona (716) 879-4215.
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