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Title/Name:  Lake Erie at Route 5, Athol Springs, Hamburg, NY – Section 103 of the 1962 River and Harbor Act, as amended

Location:  The project site is located along the southeastern shore of Lake Erie within the area known as Athol Springs in the town of Hamburg, Erie County, New York.  The town of Hamburg is located in central western Erie County, approximately ten miles south of the city of Buffalo.
Project Description: This is a shoreline erosion and storm damage reduction study.  An existing concrete retaining wall between New York State Route 5 (Lakeshore Road) and the shoreline experiences heavy wave run-up and overtopping during Lake Erie storms.  Wind-driven waves are carried over the retaining wall and onto the heavily traveled road.  The storms also send large quantities of debris onto the road creating additional hazards.  Two alternative plans were considered to reduce the wave run-up and address the erosion problems.  The first was an 860-foot long stone revetment to provide stability to the wall and significantly reduce wave run-up.  The second was construction of a system of three 150-foot long rubblemound stone breakwaters parallel to the shoreline.  The plan recommended and developed is the stone revetment.

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost is estimated to be $1.9 million, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $1.235 million (65%) and the non-Federal costs $665 thousand (35%).

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The New York State Department of Transportation  (NYSDOT) has agreed to be the non-Federal sponsor for construction of this project.  The town of Hamburg, sponsor of the feasibility study, is a stakeholder and has provided the non-Federal cash and in-kind services required for the feasibility study.  

Congressional Interests:

Congressman Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary R. Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  The feasibility study, which is cost-shared with the town of Hamburg, was completed in August.  The Detailed Project Report and Environmental Assessment was sent out for public review in September 2003.  The public review period was extended at the request of New York State Department of State and is now scheduled for submittal for approval by the USACE Great Lakes and Ohio Rivers Division in late February 2004.

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Marianne G. Rodgers (716) 879-4135

