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Title/Name: Middle Harbor Restoration at East Harbor State Park, Marblehead, OH – Section 1135 of the 1986 Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended

Location:  East Harbor State Park is located along Lake Erie in northwestern OH and is adjacent to the West Harbor navigation structures.
Project Description: The navigation structures at the West Harbor Federal Navigation Project have limited the natural movement of sand along the shoreline causing erosion to occur at the 670-acre coastal wetland marsh referred to as Middle Harbor, an area within East Harbor State Park.  The Project Restoration Plan recommended protecting Middle Harbor by restoring the protective barrier beach. This plan and others are being evaluated during the Feasibility Phase.  The Middle Harbor wetlands are important to fishery habitat as it provides spawning and cover areas for numerous species. It is especially important to note, Middle Harbor is one of three natural coastal wetlands remaining on Lake Erie.
Appropriation Category: Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimate Cost:  Total project cost is estimated to be $3.5 million, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $ 2.66 million (75%) and the non-Federal share of $.87 million (25%).

Project Sponsor/Customer: The Ohio Department of Natural Resources has agreed to be the non-Federal sponsor. 

Congressional Interests:

Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

Senator DeWine R-OH

Senator Voinovich R-OH

Current Status:  The Feasibility Study was initiated in April 2003 and project alternatives. Once an array of alternatives are currently being developed.  The anticipated Feasibility Phase completion date is September 2004, pending available funding.
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Issues:  There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were  $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.  
Project Manager: Laura V. Ortiz (716) 879-4407
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