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FACT SHEET
Title/Name: Onondaga Lake Partnership Project, Onondaga Lake, NY – Section 573, Water Resources Development Act of 1999 (PL 106-53)

Location:  The project area is located in Onondaga County in central New York State and includes the city of Syracuse. 

Project Description: The Onondaga Lake Partnership project (OLP) involves two major efforts:  a) USACE leadership and watershed-scale planning through General Investigation (GI) appropriations; and b) USACE execution of cost-shared planning, design, and construction projects and grants in the Onondaga Lake watershed through Construction General (CG) appropriations.

Representing the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works, the Buffalo District Commander chairs the OLP Executive Committee comprised of appropriate Federal agencies, the State of New York, and political subdivisions of the State for the purpose of development and implementation of the lake improvement projects.  The Senior Partners on the Executive Committee establish and maintain the mission of the OLP and the lake improvement effort and set goals, assess performance, and report progress.  The six OLP Senior Partner members include

· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Buffalo District

· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), Region 2

· New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), Region 7

· New York State Attorney General (NYS AG)

· Onondaga County

· City of Syracuse

The Buffalo District provides the OLP recording secretary and appoints staff to serve as voting representatives and provide technical, financial, educational, and public relations expertise on each of the three OLP Standing Committees comprised of the Project Committee, Resource Committee, and Outreach Committee.

Appropriation Category:  General Investigation and Construction General.

Total Estimated Cost:  The total project cost for USACE leadership of the OLP and completion of a comprehensive watershed study through General Investigation appropriations is estimated to be $12.45 million, which is 100 percent Federal expense. The total project cost for planning, design, and construction of cost-shared OLP projects and grants through Construction General appropriations is estimated to be $185.7 million, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $130 million (70%) and the non-Federal share of $55.7 million (30%).

Project sponsor/Customer: Onondaga County presently serves as the non-Federal sponsor for all of the USACE cost-shared projects and grants. Customers include the Onondaga Lake Partnership members and other government, educational, non-profit agencies, local communities, and tribal nations. 

Congressional Interests:
Representative James T. Walsh R-NY-25

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Sentaor Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  

General Investigation Appropriation:
a. Feasibility:  The OLP is authorized through the year 2014.  At full Federal expense, the Buffalo District continues to lead the Onondaga Lake Partnership on behalf of the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works through chairmanship of the OLP Executive Committee, participation in all three OLP Standing Committees, and leadership and coordination of the OLP Annual Progress Meeting.

In FY2003 the Buffalo District initiated a 100 percent Federally funded watershed management study with an estimated total cost of $2.26M to be executed over a four-year study period. The study is being lead by Mr. Scott Livingstone and Dr. Barbara Kleiss, and will investigate and recommend scientific integration of existing local, state, and federal programs into comprehensive watershed management strategy.  The study team will complete the feasibility-level project management plan and detailed study work plan in FY2004.  Activities planed for FY2005 include:

· Public (NEPA) Notice of Intent and public scoping meeting

· Identify and refine problems, needs, opportunities, and objectives

· Develop Conceptual Model and Onondaga Lake watershed vision

· Develop OLP Programmatic Performance Measures

· Integrate Superfund (CERCLA) issues

· Define existing Socio-Economic, Physical, Biological, and Cultural Environment

Construction General Appropriation: (Non-Budgetable)

a. Feasibility:  The OLP is also authorized through the year 2014 to plan design and implement projects consistent with the Onondaga Lake Management Plan.  USACE is authorized to use Construction General funds to develop and implement lake improvement projects, and does so on an annual basis as a member of the OLP.  The Buffalo District promotes credibility, teamwork, and cooperation among Federal, State, and local governments, and other involved parties in the formulation of strategies and execution of numerous projects to address the environmental issues of Onondaga Lake and the Onondaga Lake watershed.

b. Design: The Buffalo District presently provides proactive and responsive project management for 13 individual planning and design projects and five grants cost-shared with Onondaga County totaling $9.49 million (Federal) and $4.0 million (non-Federal). 

c. Construction:  In FY 2004 Buffalo District will execute one Grant Agreement with Onondaga County to construct additional urban catch basin improvements within the city of Syracuse totaling $975,000 ($682.5k Federal and  $292.5k non-Federal) 

Issues:  
· Current Section 573 Authorized Appropriation Limit of $10M
· General Investigation appropriation funded at less than capability
· Proposed “cancellation” of unobligated CG balance at end of FY2004
· Availability of capable non-Federal sponsors
· Unable to budget for CG funds due to project non-compliance with Administration policy
Project Manager:  Traci L. Clever (716) 879-4490
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                      Onondaga Lake and the City of Syracuse.
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