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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Former Linde Site, Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP), Town of Tonawanda, NY


Location:  175 East Park Drive, Town of Tonawanda, New York, about 9 miles north of downtown Buffalo, NY. 

Project Description: The former Linde Site consists of 105 acres in the Town of Tonawanda, NY.  The site is bounded on the north and south by industrial properties and small businesses; on the west by an elementary school, a residential neighborhood, and a town park; and on the east by CSX railroad tracks, utility easements, and commercial properties. 

During the 1940s, the Linde Division of Union Carbide used portions of the property for the processing of uranium ores under Federal Manhattan Engineering District contracts.  These activities resulted in radiological contamination on portions of the property. Principal radionuclides of concern are uranium, thorium, and radium. 

Praxair Inc. current is the site owner and employs about 1,400 at the site, which is operated as their worldwide technology center, performing research for their industrial gases business.   

Appropriation Category:  Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP)

Total Estimated Cost:
 Total project cost is estimated at $167,527,000.

Project Sponsor/Customer: Congress, stakeholders, and the public. Stakeholders include: New York State regulators (Department of Environmental Conservation); the Town of Tonawanda; Erie County; the site property owner (Praxair, Inc); adjacent commercial and private property owners; the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation; and CSX Railroad.  Community interest groups include the Coalition Against Nuclear Materials in Tonawanda (CANiT), which is a consortium of elected officials, and several community action organizations. 
Congressional Interests:
Representative Louise Slaughter  D-NY-28

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Current Status:

The Corps of Engineers has been safely working at the site in accordance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) since 1997.   

· Record of Decision to clean up contaminated soils was signed in March 2000. Since that time, over 175,000 tons of contaminated materials have been shipped out of NY State. Project completion is scheduled in 2007.

· Record of Decision to demolish Building 14 was signed in April 2003.  Since that time, over 1,115 tons of debris material has been shipped out of NY State. Project completion is scheduled in 2005. 

· The Groundwater operable unit is the last remaining issue to be addressed by the Federal government.  A Groundwater Feasibility Study and Proposed Plan are planned to be released in 2004 with a Record of Decision scheduled in 2005.

Issues:  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has concerns with the radiological cleanup criteria established in the Linde Record of Decision (March 2000).  The criteria have been demonstrated to be protective of human health and the environment; however, New York State prefers their stricter, non-promulgated criteria.  
New York State supports the remedial action at the Linde Site and has stated that they will review the final status survey data from the site with respect to their preferred criteria.

Project Manager:  Raymond Pilon (716) 879-4146
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Former Linde Site, Tonawanda, New York


Currently Praxair Technology Center





Former Linde Building 14, Tonawanda, New York


Dismantling/Removal is underway





Former Linde Site, Tonawanda, New York


Soils Remedial Action
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