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July 2004

Fact Sheet

Title/Name:  Ashland 1, Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP), Town of Tonawanda, NY

Location:  The project area is located on a privately owned 10.8-acre plot in the Town of Tonawanda, Erie County, NY, north of Buffalo and south of the Niagara River. 
Project Description:  The Ashland 1 site is contaminated with low-level radiological material, including thorium, radium, and uranium.  The material that was disposed of at the site originated at the Linde FUSRAP site where uranium ore was processed.  The Record of Decision (ROD) was signed in April 1998 and includes excavation and off-site disposal of radiological material that exceeds site-specific guidelines.  Excavation began in June 1999.  Seaway Area D and Rattlesnake Creek are also included with the Ashland 1 project.

Appropriation Category:  Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost is estimated to be $ 97,013,000.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Congress, stakeholders, and the general public. The stakeholders include the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC); the New York State Department of Health (NYDOH); the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA); and the site owner (Ashland, Inc.).  Local interest groups include the Coalition Against Nuclear Materials in Tonawanda (CANiT) (a group of elected officials that are interested in site cleanup) and the local citizens group, For A Clean Tonawanda Site (FACTS).

Congressional Interests:

Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-28

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Current Status:  The Corps has been working at the site in accordance with the phased process required in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA).  The excavation at the Ashland 1 site is complete. Approximately 186,000 cubic yards of material has been shipped for disposal, with the last shipment in May 2003.  The contractor has completed the Final Status Survey Plan (FSSP) to verify that site cleanup criteria have been met at the Ashland property.  Backfilling for final site restoration was completed in 2003. Pre-excavation sampling at Rattlesnake Creek was conducted in the spring of 2004, and remediation is scheduled for 2005.

Issues:  None.

Project Manager:  Ed Gustek (716) 879-4143  
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