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July 2004

Fact Sheet

Title/Name:  Seaway Site, Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP), Town of Tonawanda, NY

Location:  The project area is located within the 100-acre Seaway Industrial Park in the Town of Tonawanda, Erie County, NY, north of Buffalo and south of the Niagara River. 

Project Description:  About 90% of the industrial park, positioned between the Ashland 1 and Ashland 2 FUSRAP sites, was used for land filling activities. The landfill ceased operation in 1993 and most of the landfill was capped in accordance with the requirements of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC).  The FUSRAP-related residues on the northern portion of Seaway are the result of the Ashland Oil Company transporting soil from the adjacent Ashland 1 FUSRAP site. These residues, primarily radiological contaminants including radium, uranium and thorium, reside in an approximately 16-acre area that is uncapped, with portions of these residues buried under refuse and fill material. Summer 2001 sampling identified a likelihood that the material extends under adjacent capped areas of the landfill as well. In 2002, during Ashland 1 remediation, residues were found on the adjacent southern portion of the Seaway site. These residues, which might be the result of runoff from Ashland 1, were not previously identified.
Appropriation Category:  Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project cost (for a capping alternative) is estimated to be $33,484,000.
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Project Sponsor/Customer:  Congress, the stakeholders and the general public. The stakeholders include: the NYSDEC, the New York State Department of Health (NYDOH), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), the owner (Sands Mobile Park), and the operator (Browning-Ferris Industries). Local interest groups include the Coalition Against Nuclear Materials in Tonawanda (CANiT a group of elected officials that are interested in site cleanup), and a local citizens group For A Clean Tonawanda Site (FACTS).

Congressional Interests:
Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-28

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Current Status:  The Corps has been working at the site in accordance with the phased process required in the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA).  A Feasibility Study Addendum (FSA) is being completed for the Seaway Site.  The revised FSA, currently under USACE review, incorporates results from additional field sampling at Areas A, B, and C: and additional soil volume left from the Ashland 1 remedial action in the vicinity of Seaway Area D. Stakeholder review of the FSA is planned for August of 2004. Release of a Proposed Plan for Seaway is delayed pending a determination from the Department of Justice (DOJ) on financial liability.

Issues:  None.

Project Manager: Janna Hummel (716) 879-4180
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