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Title/Name:  Buffalo Inner Harbor – South Basin, Buffalo, NY – Section 107

Location:  The Buffalo Inner Harbor is situated on the Buffalo River at its confluence with Lake Erie in Buffalo, New York.  The Inner Harbor was the western terminus for the historic Erie Canal.

Project Description:  The city of Buffalo has initiated a massive redevelopment of the downtown inner harbor area.  They would like improvements to be made to the existing area to accommodate touring and public support vessels. 

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  Total cost of the harbor redevelopment is approximately $50 million, with the Corps of Engineers cost for the South Basin anticipated to be approximately $2.5 million (90%) and the non-Federal share of $250,000 (10%) for the South Basin.

Project Sponsor/Customer:  Empire State Development Corporation

Congressional Interests:
Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary R. Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  Revised plans and specifications are being prepared for the South Basin based on the revised master plan for the Inner Harbor (Erie Canal Harbor Project).

Issues: 

· Since the project is not policy compliant, difficulties may be encountered in obtaining construction approval.  In addition, the Project Cooperation Agreement must be approved by the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works).

· The current “namings” (about $2.1 million) may not be enough to provide full Federal share of the project costs, thus costing the non-Federal Sponsor additional funds.  

· Only $150,000 has been “named” in the FY05 House Report.  This amount will allow District to complete the plans and specifications but is not enough to begin construction.  In addition, due to FY 2005 restrictions there are no new project starts in any phase (new study, feasibility, plans and specifications, or construction) in the Continuing Authorities Program.

· [image: image2.png]


The non-Federal Sponsor must do an “enabling” contract before the Corps can begin construction. This “enabling” contract is to relocate utilities and the current structures of the Naval Park.  Timing of this contract by the sponsor is uncertain.

Project Manager:  Michael Smith (716) 879-4144
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