 [image: image1.png]US Army Cor
of Engin‘:aers®ps

Buffalo District




11 August 2004

FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Western Lake Erie Basin Study, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan – Section 441 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1999.

Location:  The study area includes the watersheds of the Maumee, Portage, and Ottawa Rivers, in NW Ohio, Eastern Indiana, and SE Michigan.  These rivers are major tributaries to the Western Basin of Lake Erie.  

Project Description:  The study involves a comprehensive investigation of ways to improve water quality, recreation, fish and wildlife habitat, flood control, and navigation.  The Buffalo District is working cooperatively with the USGS, USEPA, USFWS, and NRCS to evaluate existing Federal programs in the region.  This effort will maximize the efficiency of the Federal agencies to ensure a coordinated effort.  

Appropriations Category:  General Investigations

Total Estimated Cost:  Expanded reconnaissance costs are $460,000 and feasibility costs are estimated to be $3.4 million.

Project Sponsor/Customer: The Maumee River Basin Partnership for Local Governments has signed a letter of intent to be a sponsor for the feasibility level watershed management plan.  The Maumee River Basin Commission has expressed a willingness to provide a letter of intent.

Congressional Interests:  

Ohio: Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9, Representative Paul Gillmor R-OH-5, Representative  

         Michael Oxley R-OH-4, Senator George Voinovich R-OH, Senator Michael DeWine R-OH 

Indiana: Representative Mark Souder R-IN-3

Michigan:  Representative John Dingell D-MI-15, Representative Nick Smith R-MI-7

Current Status:  The revised 905(b) (WRDA 86) analysis and reconnaissance report identifies the problems and opportunities in the watershed. The report was approved by HQUSACE in December 2003.   Currently, the Project Management Plan (scope of study) and draft Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement (FCSA) and being prepared. The Feasibility Study is scheduled to start in FY 2005.  FY 2005 funding should be $210,000.

Issues:  None.

Project Manager:  Phil Berkeley (716) 879-4145.
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