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Title/Name:  Mentor-on-the-Lake, Ohio – Section 107 of the River and Harbor Act of 1960, as amended.  CWIS:  176435.

Project Location:  The project is located along the Lake Erie shoreline, in the city of Mentor-on-the-Lake, approximately 20 miles east of the city of Cleveland.  

Project Description:  The city of Mentor-on-the-Lake has requested US Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) assistance to rectify a serious problem caused by annual sedimentation within the access channel connecting their harbor with Lake Erie.  The adjacent city of Mentor is also adversely affected by this problem.  Both municipalities have contacted the USACE for Federal action in the interests of safe navigation, preventing adverse impact on potential economic development, and general access for Coast Guard, commercial and privately owned vessels.  The scope of the potential project has numerous economic facets that would benefit both cities, as well as a diverse cross section of boaters.

Appropriations  Category:  Continuing Authorities Program (CAP)

Total Estimated Cost:  Federal funds in the amount of $25,000 were available for an initial evaluation. 

Project Sponsor/Customer: The local project customers are the Cities of Mentor-on-the-Lake and Mentor, OH.

Congressional Interests:

Representative Steven C. LaTourette R-OH-14

Current Status:  The Reconnaissance Phase includes initial contact with each municipality’s representatives, a site visit by the USACE Project Delivery Team (PDT), and follow-up communications to gather additional information about the site and its history.  A final report has been developed to document findings by the USACE PDT with recommendations for the project.  To date, only Federal funding is being used for the in-house USACE labor.  

Issues:  The final economic analysis contained in the Reconnaissance Report has concluded that there is no Federal interest in the project under the Section 107 CAP due to the predominance of recreational benefit.  The Benefit-Cost ratio is less than 1.0 for each alternative.  Corps policy does not allow continued work as a result.  In addition, there are overriding environmental issues that would require work to be done only within the existing channel so adjacent protected littoral and marsh areas would not be adversely impacted.  The Buffalo CAP Manager and Project Manager are coordinating the findings with the local municipality representatives this month to advise them of the decision to terminate the project study.

Project Manager: Daniel N. Green, R.A., (716) 879-4323







