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October 2003

FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Cuyahoga River Area of Concern (AOC), OH, Agreement 1 – Section 401 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended (Great Lakes Remedial Action Plans [RAP]).

Location:  The Cuyahoga River watershed encompasses 813 square miles in northeastern Ohio and includes a Federal navigation channel in the lower 5.6 miles of the river.
Project Description:  The City of Cleveland borders the Federal navigation channel and historically supported a variety of heavy industrial and commercial activities along the river.  Many of the beneficial use impairments identified in the Cuyahoga River Remedial Action Plan (RAP) can be attributed to iron, steel, paint, and petrochemical industries as well as urbanization and habitat loss.  This Cuyahoga River RAP study is a cooperative effort by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and the Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization.  This study specifically addresses the loss of fish and wildlife habitat beneficial use impairment.  One component of the study will document and catalog wetlands within and adjacent to the Cuyahoga River AOC.  The intent is to utilize GIS-based methods to catalog the wetlands that in turn can be used as a tool for prioritizing restoration, mitigation, and preservation of the wetlands.  The second component of the study is designed to identify and recommend riverbank areas that currently have bulkheads for restoration measures that will improve habitat for larval fish.

Appropriation Category:  General Investigations

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $171,900.
Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Cuyahoga River Community Planning Organization is the sponsor and primary customer for this study.  Additionally, Ohio Environmental Protection Agency and Ohio Department of Natural Resources are major stakeholders.
Congressional Interests:
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Representative Dennis J. Kucinich D-OH-10 

Representative Stephanie Tubbs Jones D-OH-11

Senator George Voinovich R-OH
Senator Mike DeWine R-OH
Current Status:  

The Section 401 agreement was signed and executed in January 2003.  Field investigations were conducted in May 2003 and the Corps is currently designing larval fish habitat restoration features.  The study is currently scheduled for completion in December 2003.

Issues:  RAP funding is not budgetable by the Corps and is subject to Congressional adds, this uncertainty is disruptive to the study process.

Project Manager:  Michael Greer 
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