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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Lorain Harbor Dredge Material Management Plan (DMMP) Lorain, OH - Authorized by Section 123 of the Rivers & Harbors Act of 1970

Location:  Lorain Harbor is located on the southern shore of Lake Erie 28 miles west of Cleveland, OH.   

Project Description:  Since 1979, all dredged material from Lorain Harbor has been classified as unsuitable for open-lake disposal, and has been placed in the Lorain Confined Disposal Facility (CDF).  The CDF was constructed in 1978, covers 58 acres and has a design capacity of 1,850,000 cubic yards.  

Appropriation Category:   Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The DMMP study is estimated to cost $1.2M (100% Federal).

Project Sponsor/Customer: The Lorain Port Authority is the most likely non-federal sponsor for any future CDF related cost-shared projects

Congressional Interests: 

Representative Sherrod Brown D-OH-13

Senator Michael DeWine   R–OH

Senator George Voinovich R–OH

Current Status:  A recent review of Lorain Harbor showed that although the harbor has undergone some dramatic reductions in commodity movements (14M tons/year to 2M tons/yr), it is still very viable, but is running out of disposal capacity.  Therefore, efforts are underway to extend its life (6 to 7 years) while a Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) is developed and implemented to address the long term dredge disposal needs of the harbor. The DMMP will provide an opportunity for the Corps, the harbor community and the regulating agencies to work together to formulate a long-term dredge material management plan for Lorain Harbor.  The plan will be compatible with the current harbor revitalization efforts and will balance the economic and environmental needs of the area.  The DMMP will consider a full range of options to include beneficial reuse, sediment reduction, and new disposal site options.  The DMMP study is expected to take approximately three years to complete. 

Issues: 

a. Capacity:  It is estimated that the CDF will reach capacity in 2005.    

b. Cost Sharing:  A recent review of Corps implementing guidance has determined that measures to extend the life of the Lorain CDF may require cost sharing by a non-Federal sponsor, and any new disposal sites will require a significant non-Federal contribution.  

Project Manager:  Craig Forget  (716) 879-4187.
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