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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Black River Area of Concern (AOC), OH – Section 516(e) of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996, as amended (Sediment Transport Modeling)

Location:  The Black River AOC encompasses the entire 467 square kilometer watershed in north central OH.  

Project Description:  The ultimate goal of the Sediment Transport Modeling program is to support state and local measures that will reduce the loadings of sediments and pollutants to navigation channels and AOCs, and thereby reduce costs for navigation maintenance and promote the restoration of beneficial use.  The problems in the Black River AOC are complex and include both a developing Dredged Material Management Plan (DMMP) for Lorain Harbor, and an urgent need to understand the Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) allowable throughout the watershed.  In order to address these problems the Corps is developing the Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) watershed-scale sediment transport model using the output from the SWAT modeling efforts for assessing both the existing conditions of sediment delivery from sub-watersheds in the basin, and the impact of future management practices on the delivery of sediment in the watershed to the navigation channel. Also, the Corps is developing the Vegetated Filter Strip Model (VFSMOD) to evaluate the trapping efficiency of buffer strips in priority sub-watersheds in the basin. The VFSMOD model will provide improved confidence in the determination of priority sub-watersheds identified by the SWAT model to reduce sediment and pollutant loads to streams and ultimately to the navigation channel.

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $300,000. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency has volunteered to sponsor the models. Peripheral users will include all agencies or entities with valid applications.
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Congressional Interests:
Representative Sherrod Brown D-OH-13

Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9

Representative Ralph Regula R-OH16

Representative Paul E. Gillmor R-OH-5

Senator George Voinovich R-OH

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH
Current Status:
The study is underway and currently scheduled to conclude in October 2006. 

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona 
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