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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Cayuga Lake Inlet Flood Control Project, City of Ithaca, Tompkins County, New York  – Section 1135 of the 1986 Water Resources Development Act, as amended. 

Project Description:  The Cayuga Creek Inlet Flood Control Project, located in Ithaca, New York, was constructed from 1965 to 1970 and subsequently modified in 1977 at a total cost of $3,830,000.  The project was designed to alleviate flash flooding in the city of Ithaca through channel straightening and realignment.  Subsequent to construction, the flood control project was turned over to the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) for operations and maintenance.  The NYSDEC, due to high sedimentation in the channel, (estimated at 300,000 cubic yards in 1996) and the difficulty in finding suitable upland or in-lake disposal sites for the accumulated sediments, requested that the Buffalo District conduct an evaluation of sediment disposal options under the Section 1135 authority (Project Modifications for Improvement of the Environment).  

Appropriations Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  TBD

Project Sponsor/Customer:  New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.   

Congressional Interests:  

Representative Maurice Hinchey D-NY-22

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:    The project has not been initiated.
Issues:  There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were  $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.  
Project Manager:  TBD

