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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Buffalo River, NY – Section 516(e) of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996, as amended (Sediment Transport Modeling) 

Location:  The Buffalo River has a drainage basin of about 1,150 square kilometers. The river enters Lake Erie at the Buffalo Harbor in Erie County, NY.

Project Description:  The ultimate goal of the Sediment Transport Model program is to support state and local measures that will reduce the loadings of sediments and pollutants to navigation channels and AOCs, and thereby reduce costs for navigation maintenance and promote the restoration of beneficial uses.  The Buffalo River suffers from severe sedimentation issues, as a result, several ongoing potential remediation efforts, including the development of an environmental dredging study for the Federal navigation channel, have been initiated.  The Corps is developing the Soil and Water Assessment Tool (SWAT) watershed-scale sediment transport model, using the output from the SWAT modeling efforts as input for the ECOMSED hydrodynamic model.  Together these models will be used to create an efficient and streamlined approach for assessing both the existing conditions of sediment transport and the impact of future management practices on the delivery of sediment in the watershed. They will also be used to model habitat restoration and environmental dredging scenarios for the navigation channel.

Appropriation Category:  Operations and Maintenance

Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $374,000. 

Project Sponsor/Customer: The State University of New York and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service have volunteered to use the models to identify priority areas for restoration and the implementation of best management practices. Potential customers will include all agencies or entities with valid applications.

Congressional Interests:
Representative Louise M. Slaughter D-NY-28
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Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Representative Thomas M. Reynolds R-NY-26

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY
Current Status:
These efforts are currently in the modeling phase.

The SWAT and ECOMSED models will be complete

October 2004. 

Issues:  None

Project Manager:  Anthony M. Friona 

     (716) 879-4215
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