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       February 2004

FACT SHEET
Title/Name: Smokes Creek Relocation, Lackawanna, NY – Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1986, as amended

Location:  Smokes Creek lies within the Lake Erie watershed and is located approximately two miles southeast of the City of Buffalo in the city of Lackawanna, Erie County, NY. The project proposes to create a new channel alignment to redirect the flow of the lower 3,900 feet (between Lake Erie and road on the Bethlehem Steel Property) of the Smokes Creek Flood Control project.
Project Description: The Preliminary Restoration Plan (PRP) for this study involves relocation of the lower 3,900 feet of Smokes Creek to a new channel location 2,500 feet south of its present location.  Other project features include creating a wetland in the existing channel location and providing public access features.  

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Costs:  Preliminary implementation costs are estimated to be $6.0 million, with the Federal costs anticipated to be $4.5 million (75%) and the non-Federal share of $1.5 million (25%).  Real Estate values have been estimated to be $450,000 and can be included as part of the non-Federal sponsor’s contribution.

Project Sponsor/Customer: New York State Department of Environmental Conservation.

Congressional Interests:

Congressman Jack Quinn, R-NY-27

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary R. Clinton D-NY

Current Status:  

PRP:  The Preliminary Restoration Plan  (PRP) has been completed and the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has committed to be the non-Federal sponsor. The letter of intent was received on October 8, 2002.  There was a delay in submitting the PRP for approval due to the sale of the property, which is now held by International Steel Group and the change in administration in the City of Lackawanna. Those issues have been resolved and the PRP will be submitted to the Great Lakes and River Division for approval. 

Feasibility:  The Feasibility Study will not be initiated after the PRP has been approved because of the lack of funds.

There are no new project starts in the Continuing Authorities Program Section 206, Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration, or Section 1135, Project Modifications for the Improvement of the Environment, because total requested Initial Work Allowances exceed the authorized annual program limits nationally.  In addition, many studies were halted or had funding cut.  Specifically, the annual program limit for each category is $25 million.  Initial work allowances requested by the Districts were  $51 million and $33 million in Section 206 and Section 1135 programs respectively.

Issues: None

Project Manager: Laura V. Ortiz (716) 879-4407
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