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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Buffalo River Area of Concern, NY – Section 401 of the Water Resources Development Act of 1990, as amended (Great Lakes Remedial Action Plans [RAP]).  

Location:  The Buffalo River watershed is located in Western New York and encompasses 446 square miles.  Cazenovia, Buffalo and Cayuga Creeks are the three main tributaries that converge in the Town of West Seneca to form the Buffalo River.  The Buffalo River generally flows in a northwesterly direction and confluences with Lake Erie adjacent to the mouth of the Niagara River.   
Project Description:  The Buffalo River suffers from sediment and contaminant transport throughout the watershed, as well as the historical impacts of contaminated sediments in the Area of Concern (AOC).  This Buffalo River RAP study is a cooperative effort by the Corps of Engineers, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, the Friends of the Buffalo and Niagara Rivers, and the Research Foundation of the State University of New York.  The first part of the study is focused on the evaluation of the Hamburg Drain combined sewer overflows (CSOs) on the water quality at the head of the Buffalo Harbor commercial slip.  The second component of the study focuses on the assessment of potential pilot habitat restoration sites. In order to prioritize areas for remediation and restoration and their potential to contribute to the reduction of sediment and contaminant loadings in the watershed, the Corps is updating land-use/land-cover data in selected areas of the basin.  This updated land-use/land-cover data will be used to improve sediment and contaminant transport modeling efforts throughout the watershed.  Additionally, the Corps is conducting a bioaccumulation assessment of surface sediments in the Buffalo River.  These tests will help determine what levels of specific contaminants may be acceptable in terms of their exposure to the aquatic ecosystem and help prioritize potential remediation and restoration sites. 

Appropriation Category:  General Investigations
Total Estimated Cost:  The overall cost of the study is $108,000. 
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Project Sponsor/Customer:  The Research Foundation of the State University of New York is the sponsor for this study.  The Friends of the Buffalo and Niagara Rivers is the primary customer for this study.
Congressional Interests:

Representative Jack Quinn R-NY-27

Representative Louise Slaughter D-NY-28

Representative Thomas Reynolds R-NY-26

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY
Current Status:   The study is currently underway and is scheduled for completion in 2004.

Issues:  RAP funding is not budgetable by the Corps and is subject to Congressional adds, this uncertainty is disruptive to the study process. 

Project Manager:  Michael J. Greer (716) 879-4229
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