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FACT SHEET

Title/Name:  Ottawa River, Toledo, OH - Navigation Study 

Location:  Ottawa River Harbor is located in the northwest corner of Ohio and the southeast corner of Michigan, north of the city of Toledo, OH.  

Project Description:  The Preferred Plan proposes to dredge a five-foot deep access channel from the Toledo Harbor shipping channel to the mouth of the Ottawa River then continuing upstream to the Summit Street Bridge.  Additionally, four-foot deep access channels would be dredged in Halfway Creek extending from the mouth of the river to the public launch site on the north shore and approximately 4,500 feet in length for Hooper Run.  Dredged material from the Ottawa River will be placed in the Island 18 Contained Disposal Facility. Dredged material from the Maumee Bay, Halfway Creek and Hooper Run channels will be disposed of in an existing open-lake disposal area located 3.5 miles from the Toledo Harbor.

Appropriation Category:  Construction General

Total Estimated Cost:  Total project construction costs are estimated to be $3,900,000 [Preferred Plan includes Ottawa River (OH and MI), Halfway Creek (MI) and Hooper Run (MI) channels].  Federal costs would be $1,950,000 and non-Federal share is $1,950,000. 

Project Sponsor/Customer:  City of Toledo, OH

Congressional Interests:

Representative Marcy Kaptur D-OH-9


Representative John Dingell D-MI-15

Senator Mike DeWine R-OH



Senator Carl Levin D-MI

Senator George Voinovich R-OH


Senator Debbie Stabenow D-MI

Current Status: The District Commander signed the Limited Reevaluation Report in December 2003. He recommended continuing forward with the project only to the amount appropriated by Congress. The report was distributed in February 2004 for 30-day agency and public review, as required by NEPA. The comment period has closed and five comment letters were received. Of these, Michigan DEQ opposed the project.  Discussions are in progress to resolve these concerns.  Preparation of Plans and Specifications is underway and expected to be completed by the end of August. 

Issues:  Because the project relies on recreational navigation benefits for economic justification he Corps of Engineers cannot budget for this project.  There are presently no funds in the President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget or the House Energy & Water bill. The sponsor risks losing non-federal matching funds if construction is not initiated in 2005.

PROJECT MANAGER:  Michele Hope (716) 879-4124.
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