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FACT SHEET
Title/Name:  Butternut Creek, towns of Manlius and DeWitt, Onondaga County, NY – Section 205 of the 1948 Flood Control Act, as amended  

Location:  The study area is located along Butternut Creek in the towns of Manlius and DeWitt, Onondaga County, NY immediately to the east of Syracuse, New York. 

Project Description:  The Section 205 study will reevaluate flood damages and potential flood control measures along Butternut Creek.  A January 1989 Section 205 Detailed Project Report prepared by the Buffalo District concluded that no structural flood control measures were economically justified for Butternut Creek in DeWitt, New York.  The current study will also incorporate environmental restoration measures. 

Appropriation Category:  Construction General (Continuing Authorities Program)

Total Estimated Cost:  To be determined, however, the structural flood control plan (primarily levees along the creek) considered in the 1989 report had a construction cost at that time of $3,200,000.

Project Sponsor/Customer: The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) Flood Control Bureau requested the study and agreed to serve as the non-Federal sponsor.  The Towns of Manlius and DeWitt are the primary customers for this project.

Congressional Interests:
Representative James Walsh R-NY-25

Senator Charles Schumer D-NY

Senator Hillary Clinton D-NY

Current Status:
Feasibility:  The current study for Butternut Creek was initiated in mid-December of 2003.  Preliminary alternatives have been developed, however, a viable structural project was not identified.  If a feasible alternative is identified, the next step will be to generate a Project Management Plan (PMP) and Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement.  The PMP documents the schedule and cost estimate for the study.  In accordance with Section 205 policy, the sponsor (NYSDEC) will be required to pay for 50% of all costs of the feasibility study, over and above the first $100,000 which is 100% Federal.  Section 205 studies of this nature usually take 3 to 4 years to complete and cost from $400,000 to $600,000.

Design:  Not Applicable.

Construction:  Not Applicable.

Issues:  The Initial Evaluation from 2004 report indicated that the best potential plan for flood control along Butternut Creek had a benefit to cost ratio of 0.57, well below the 1.00 required for construction recommendation under the Section 205 authority. The results of the Initial Evaluation do not recommend a feasible structural solution, however, additional non-structural measures are being explored as another form of potential solutions for the town of Dewitt.

Project Manager:  Laura Ortiz (716) 879-4407







